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The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 
communication from the Secretary of War, in 
response to a resolution of the Iith ulumo, 
relating to the sea-wall at St. Augustine, in 
Florida; which was laid on the table. 


DAVID KILBORN. 

The order of the day being announced, the 
pill for the relief of David Kilborn was taken up. | 

Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, said he was about | 
to have moved the postponement of the consid- | 
eration of this bill, inasmuch as it was likely to | 
elicit some further discussion; but from the solli- || 
citation of several friends of the bill, he would 
withdraw that intention, and hoped the question 
would be taken on its engrossment. 

On the question of engrossing the bill for a || 
third reading, the yeas and nays were demanded, 
and the motion seconded by the House. 

The question was then discussed by Messrs. 
THOMSON of Ohio, BRIGGS, WARDWELL, 
and HUBBARD, in favor of the bill, and Messrs. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, HARDIN, GREN- 
NELL, and LANE, in opposition to it. 

Pending this discussion, an unsuccessful motion 
was made to lay the bill on the table. 

‘The question was then taken by tellers on the 
engrossment of the bill; and decided in the neg- | 
auve—ayes 94, noes 97. 

So the bill was rejected; and then the House 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, January 3, 1835. 
Mr. McINTYRE, from the Committee of 
Claims, and Mr. LAY, from the Committee on 


Revolutionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports || 
upon petitions referred to said committees. 


DIVORCE OF GOVERNMENT FROM ALL 
BANKS. 
The following resolution, submitted yesterday | 
by Mr. GamBLE, was taken up: \| 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the Secretary of the Treasury | 
be directed to communicate to this House whether, || 
in his opinion, it is practicable or convenient for || 
the Department to collect, and safely keep and ] 
disburse, the public moneys of the United States, 
without the agency of a bank or banks; and, if || 
so, to report to this House the best mode, in his 


| 
opinion, by which that object can be accom. | 
plished. 


Mr. CLAYTON addressed the House in favor 
of the passage of the resolution. He deemed the 
principal argument in its favor the existence of | 
the incontrovertible fact, that Congress did not |! 
possess the power to charter corporations. For || 
instance, it would be incompatible with its con- | 
sutuuonal powers to grant a charter to an insti- 
tution of that kind in Philadelphia; yet, by the | 
present system of deposits, we make use of acor- | 
poration created by the State of Pennsylvania. | 
He asked if we did not, by this course, by indi- | 
recuon, accomplish that which we could not, || 
constitutionally, by direct means accomplish ? |, 
he subject for inquiry was, to see if we could || 





not separate ourselves entirely —the Government |, 
—from all connection with banking institutions; || 
not only trom the Bank of the United States, but || 
from all local banks also. We are told that the 
Bank of the United States, with its twenty-four 
branches, is incompetent to the discharge of the 
fiscal affairs of the Government; not from pecu- 
niary inability, but from legal and other sufficient 

objections. He asked why these same objections || 
would not apply equaily to the local institutions? || 
He thought they clearly did. We have been told || 
(said Mr. C.) that this great none monopoly, | 
this monster, had interfered with the political || 
affairs of the country, arraying itself in opposi- || 
tion to the Government itself. He would ask || 
where such a moneyed influence could be placed |, 
to be more dangerous to the liberties of the 
pe hands of their rulers? Mr. C. said | 
t ution of his colleague [Mr. GamBxe] was || 
merely one of inquiry, es the fiscal edt 
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| of the South believed they could, and had ever 


| mittee of Ways and Means had reported a bill, 


|| information was the more desirable at this time, 


| ily as convenient to a hard money currency or 


|; necessar 


|‘ may then remain, discharged by State banks. 
|* But if any should occur, it wil become neces- 
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tions of the country could not be properly man- 
aged, and at the same time dispense altogether 
with banks and banking instituuons. The people 


been opposed to moneyed monopolies. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, said it was not 
usual to discuss a mere proposition of engrossing. 
There was, however, some misunderstanding 
upon this subject. He had read the supplement- 
ary report of the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
which reference had been made, and it certainly 
did not contain all the information required by 
the resolution. The report from the Department 
was elaborate, and recommended the State banks 
as the fiscal agents of the Government. The Com- 


in accordance with the recommendations of the 
Treasury. The resolution, however, went fur- 
ther, and called on the Secretary to state whether 
his Department could be conducted, in reference 


to the keeping and disbursement of the public 
moneys, without any bank agency whatever. This 


because of the determniation, which had been 
expressed in a certain quarter, to resort as speed- 


circulation. If the plan which had been recom- 
mended by the Treasury and the Committee of 
Ways and Means, which proposed to employ 
the State banks as the fiscal agents of the Gov- 
ernment, should be adopted, it would thwart the 
project of a metallic currency, as the amount of 
paper money would be thereby greatly increased 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| instead of diminished, and its circulation would 


also be facilitated by the passage of the bill which 
had been presented by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. If the Secretary of the Treasury 
would present a plan whereby the agency of all 
banks in conducting the operations of that De- 
partment may be dispensed with, it would con- 
tribute more than anything else to check the issue 
of bank paper, which now, more than at any 
other time, was flooding the country, while it 
would, at the same time, be the best means of 
furthering the views of those who were in favor 
of a hard money currency. 

Mr. POLK remarked, that there was a time 
when certain gentlemen on this floor contended 
that the fiscal operations of the Government could 
only be conducted successfully by the Bank of 
the United States. A new light seemed to have 
broken in upon gentlemen, and for the first time 
they had d scovered that no bank whatever was 
for this purpose. 

Mr. ALLAN explained. He gave no opinion 
on the subject. It had been contended by some 
that bank-agency was unnecessary. He wished 
to know the views of the Treasury on this point. 

Mr. POLK continued. The gentleman from 
Kentucky would find that the precise information 
which he desired was contained in the report from 
the Department. Inthat document the Secretary 
says: 

** After the charter shall expire, no difficulty is 
‘ anticipated in having any of these duties, which 


‘sary to devolve these duties on some responsible 
‘ receiver or collector already in office, or on some 
‘safe agent not now in office, as has been the 
‘ practice for years in this country, in paying pen- 
‘ sions at convenient places, near which there was 
‘no State bank or branch of the United States 
‘ Bank, and as has long been the usage in some 
‘countries of Europe, by having the public rev- 
‘enue in certain districts chiefly received, kept, 
‘and transmitted, through private agents and 
‘brokers. This kind of personal agency, however, 
‘is, in the opinion of the undersigned, to be avoided. 
‘ in all practicable and safe cases, under our present 
‘ system of selected banks: because it would render 
‘the system less convenient, less secure, and more 
‘complex, if not more expensive. Hence it has not 
* yet been resorted to. 








‘* But it was considered proper to mention this 
‘ contingency, in order that its effects, if ever an- 
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‘ticipated, may beforehand be duly weighed in 

‘the examination of the whole subject; and to 
| fadd, thatif this contingency be extended to the 
‘ whole establishment of State banks, as well as 
‘of the United Siates Bank, on the responsibility 
‘that they may all cease to exist, or may refuse 
‘ to receive and manage the public deposits, (how- 
‘ ever improbable the occurrence of such an event 
‘may be,) the fiscal operations of the Govern- 
‘ment could undoubtedly still proceed, through 
‘the personal agencies before mentioned. It is 
‘admitted, however, that it would be at some in- 
‘convenience, and some increase of expense, 
‘unless remedied in a manner that may hereafter 
‘be developed, and would not, in the opinion of 
‘this Department, and in the present condition 
‘ of things, be so eligible a system as the present 
‘one; because banks, though exposed to some 
‘dangers and evils, and though not believed to 
* be necessary for the fiscal purposes of any Gov- 
‘ernment, and much less of one in the present 
‘happy financial situation of ours, are frankly 
‘acknowledged to be, in many respects, a class 
‘of agents economical, convenient, and useful.’’ 

It would be seen by these extracts that the Sec- 
retary had responded directly and fully to that 
| portion of the resolution upon which gentlemen 
were desirous of receiving information. In the 
bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, provision is made, in the event of the 
failure of the State banks to answer the purposes 
| contemplated, for the safe-keeping and disburse- 
| ment of the public moneys. The adoption of the 
resolution was therefore wholly unnecessary, if 
not improper, as the proposed call upon the De- 
partment for a plan which it has not recom- 
mended, might have a tendency to delay the action 
of the House upon the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, which would come 
up in a day or two as the special order. He was 
not disposed now to enter into a discussion of the 
constitutional question, which hat! been mooted 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Crayron;} 
but he was prepared to prove, when the bill to which 
he had referred should come up, that the keep- 
ing and disbursing of the public moneys, wider 
the present system, was as safe and convenient 
as any plan which had been heretofore adopted. 
Mr. P. concluded by declaring that he did not 
rise for the purpose of throwing any obstacies in 
the way of the passage of the resolution; but sup- 
posing it possible that amid the lumber on the 
tables of members, the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, from which he had read extracts, 
had been overlooked, he had thought proper to 
refer to it; in order to show that all the material 
information sought by the resolution, was already 
in the possession of the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE regretted the existence of 
this controversy at the present time. He believed 
the members of the House were already in pos- 
session of all information on this subject that the 
Department could give. It was not usual, more- 
over, (Mr. F. said,) for this House to call upon a 
Depariment for a mere opinion—nor did he think 
it comported with its dignity to do so. The 
opinivn had been advanced, from sources which 
he had been accustomed to respect, that the 
employment by the Government of a corporation, 
was equivalent to the creation of such corporate 
body. From this opinion he felt bound to dis- 
sent. He could see no propriety in the argument, 
Did it follow that because the Government em- 
ployed railroads, steamboats, owned by chartered 
| companies, &c., for purposes of transportation, 
Government possessed the power to create those 
companies? Certainly not. The Government 
held the power to create a Navy, but it did not 
| follow that it could not legally employ the ves- 
| sels of companies for all necessary purposes. He 
| thought there was a most palpable distinction 
between the power to create and to employ. He 
concluded by saying he had not. contended that 
Congre@s had the power to incorporate banking 
| institutions — but he objected to the reasons 
| urged in support of that position. He was dis- 
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posed to oppose the resolution as essentially | States, to be paid in its bills, and it will be so | Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmouch, W 
;| again so soon as that charter expires. Congress || sey, e 

| may make such provision in favor of the State 


unnecessary. 

Mr. EWING said, if the Secretary of the 
Treasury possessed the power to act on this sub- 
ject, he saw no reason for the interference of 
Congress. He did not believe that the system 
which had been adopted had proved, or would 
prove, successful. He referred to the agency 
which had been assigned to the receivers of pub- 
lic moneys, as a part of the system adopted - 
the Department, and denied the utility of suc 
an arrangement. He believed that Congress 
alone had the right to establish and regulate the 
depositories of the public moneys. He was not 
the advocate of the Bank of the United States. 
it was known to the world that he had proposed 
a distinct projet on this subject, upon which he 
desired the action of Congress. He would, there, 
fore, move to amend the resolution by proposing- 
in lieu thereof, that a select committee of one 
member from each State be appointed, for the 
purpose of inquiring into the expediency of 
adopting a plan which he had presented at the 
last session for the establishment of an institution 
for the management of the fiscal concerns of the 
Government. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, regretted that the 
resolution had been brought forward at this 
ume, and hoped his colleague would withdraw 
it. tt would lead to no beneficial results, and 
was calculated to renew the discussion of a ques- 
tion which had been mooted for months during 
the last session. The information sought could 
be of no service; andif it could, it would be found 
substamially in the supplemental report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

But he rose not so much to oppose the resolu- 
tion as to notice some observations which had 
been made by those supporting it. His colleague 
seemed to suppose that, if we could employ the 
State banks as fiscal agents, we necessarily had 
the right to create a bank for that purpose. He 
could not conceive by what process of reasoning 
his colleague had brought himself to that conclu- 
sion, 
laws of the different States in the exercise of their 


rightful and constituional powers. Congress had | 


nothing to do with, and could not judge of the 
consutuuionality of those institutions. 


to determine in regard to them is, whether we will 
use them as fiscal agents for the collection and 
disbursementof the revenue of the United States. 
It is distinct from the question, whether we will 
create a bank to act as a fiscal agent; and is en- 
tirely unconnected with, and independent of it. 
The Secretary of the Treasury is the fiscal officer 
of the United Stafes, and with him rests the discre- 
tion and responsibility of placing the public money 
in what depository he pleases. Congress has the 
power to direct in what places itshall be deposited, 
and upon what terms and conditions; but in the 
absence of all law upon this subject, the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury must exercise his own dis- 
cretion, and act upon his own responsibility. 
And he would assure his colleague that he would 
at any time join him in limiting the discretion of 
that officer in passing a law which shall point out 
where the public nioney shall be deposited, and 


the terms and conditions on which the deposits | 


shall be made. And, sir, both the gentlemen 
(Mr. Crayton and Mr. Ewine) seem to have 
fallen into another mistake: they contend, that 
by the establishment of State banks, an attempt 
as been made by the States to regulate the cur- 
rency; and we are told this belongs to Congress 
and not to the States. Never was there a greater 
error. Congress has the right to coin money, 
and regulate the value thereof. So far then from 
the banks regulating the currency, the value and 
currency of bank notes are regulated by the value 
of the coin. For, if any bank does not pay its 
votes in specie, they must necessarily depreciate, 
aud may become entirely valueless. ‘The State 
banks, then, cannot reculate the currency; norcan 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in selecting any 
of them as depositories of the public money, reg- 
ulate the currency; nor can Congress, by any 
law in regard to it, regulate the currency. 

This Government is, and ought to be, a hard- 
money Government. it was so until Co®gress, 


We find | 


them in existence, and the only question for us | 


| 


| 


| 


| which it will be again deposited by the collector, | 
| so soon as it is received. 
| trouble, the importer will deposit the bills in the | 


banks, but never with his consent. No, sir; let 
the dues to this Government be payable in gold 
and silver. 
shall authorize the bills of any bank to be receiv- | 


| able in payment of debts to the Government. || 


Congress may go further, and say no bill of any | 
bank shall be received in payment. But this 

would be useless. None will be taken, unless it | 
can be redeemed in gold and silver; and while ‘a 

bank is able and willing to redeem its bills in 

gold and silver, you may prevent their payment 

to the Government, but you cannot by any law 

prevent the people from taking them. 


Nay, more. Though you may require your | 


collectors to demand gold and silver in payment, 


you cannot prevent the people from calling on | 


those very banks for the gold and silver, into | 


bank, for which it is bound to pay him specie, 


| and he will take to the collector a certificate of 
| the cashier that his check will be paid in gold | 
| and silver. 


You may also prevent the State banks from | 


being made the depositories of the public money. 


| erect buildings suitable for such depositories, and | 


I was opposed to any law which || 


And, to save all this | 


January 3, 


; hittle. 
ilde, Williams, Wise, and ote a 
So the House concurred in the motion to la 

| the resolution on the table. y 
| Mr. DICKSON moved to lay the motion on 
| the table to reconsider the vote of yesterday on 
| the claim of David Kilborn; the consideration 
| of which was postponed to Friday next. 

Mr. CHILTON submitted the following res- 
olution: 5 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads-and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the subject 
and report their opinion to this House, of the 
most equal and just mode of applying the reve- 
nues of the country to such works of public im- 
prrreneas within the respective States of this 

nion as may be necessary for the facilitating of 
commesce with foreign nations, and among the 
several States. And that they, moreover, report 
their opinion of the best and most practicable 
mode of ascertaining and determining the nation- 
ality and importance of such improvements as 
may po. peomnee’ within the several States. 

Mr. C. remarked, that this day was set apart 
for the consideration of private bills; and if an 
gentleman would move to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the orders of the day, he would post- 
pone the remarks which he desired to make in 








|| But this, so far from proving a benefit, will prove 


an expense, useless and unnecessary. You must | 


| you must employ guards to protectthem. Alli 
| this expense may be saved by the employment of | 
| State banks. If they will answer all the purposes 


|| in possession of all the information required. 
Che State banks had been created by the || 





| William Allen, Anthony, Banks, Bean, Blair, | 
| Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Bunch, Burns, | 





| Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Holsey, Hamer, Jo- | 


| Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Howell, Hub- 
| bard, Huntington, Janes, Richard M. Johnson, | 


| of the Government as fiscal agents, there will be | 
no necessity for a Bank of the United States. It | 
| will not then be a necessary and proper means for 


carrying into effect any of the powers granted by | 
the Constitution; and, not being necessary, it can- | 
not even be pretended to be constitutional. 

Mr. McKIM moved to lay the resolution on the | 
table. [He suggested that the House was already 


On this question Mr. GAMBLE called for the | 
yeas and nays. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, called for the | 
order of the day, but the call was rejected. 
The yeas and nays were then ordered; and, | 
being taken, resulted—yeas 106, nays 87; as fol- | 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, Heman Allen, 


3ynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chinn, Sam- | 
vel Clark, William Clark, Clay, Coulter, Cramer, 
Day, Dickerson, Ferris, Fillmore, Fowler, Philo | 
C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Fulton, Gillet, 





seph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawes, | 


Noadiah Johnson, Henry Johnson, Seaborn 
Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kilgore, Kin- 


tavor of the adoption of the resolution which he 
had presented. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved that the 
House pescone to the consideration of the orders 
of the day; which was agreed to. 


OHIO AND MICHIGAN BOUNDARY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a res- 
olution of the Legislative Council of Michigan 
Territory relative to the boundary line between 
the State of Ohio and said Territory; and also a 
resolution relative to the construction of a harbor 
in the Territory aforesaid; which was referred. 


COMMUNICATION FROM FIRST COMP- 
TROLLER. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury, transmitting a list of balances on the 
books of the Fourth Auditor, for the last three 
years, &c.; which was laid on the table. 


SENATE BILLS READ TWICE. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
twice, and committed: 

A bill making appropriations for completing the 
military barracks at New Orleans; 

A bill providing for the legal adjudication and 
settlement of the claims to land therein men- 
tioned; and 

A bill for the relief of Colonel Jobn Eugene 
Leitensdorfer. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 


The bill for the relief of Mrs. Susan Decatur 
and others, coming up as first in order, 
Mr. VINTON moved to postpone its further 








nard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lay, Luke Lea, 
Thomas Lee, Loyall, Lucas, Lytle, Abijah | 
Mann, Joel K. Mann, Manning, Moses Mason, | 
May, Melntire, McKay, McKim, McLene, Me- | 


| Vean, Miller, Robert aeenan Mangus Maney. \| 


Osgood, Parker, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Polk, | 
Pope, Reynolds, Schenck, Schley, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Smith, 


Standefer, Stewart, William Taylor, Thomson, | 

| Turner, ‘Turrill, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, | 

Wardwell, Wayne, Webster, and Wilson— 
106. 


NAYS —Messrs. John Q. Adams, John J. 


| Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, | 
| Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beaty, Binney, Briggs, 
| Ball, Burd, Burgess, Cage, Chilton, Claiborne, 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Crane, Crockett, | 


| Darlington, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, 


Denny, Dickson, Evans, Edwar 


| ing, Felder, Foster, Gamble, Garland, Gordon, 
| Gorham, Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Hardin, 
| James Harper, Heath, Ebenezer Jackson, Wil- 


in chartering the Bank of the United States, | 


authorized the payment of debts to the United 


liam C. Johnson, King, Letcher, Lewis, Lin- | 


coln, Love, Lyon, Martindale, Marshall, Mardis, 


John Y. Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, | 


MiXigan, Miner, Moore, Patton, Phillips, Pick- 
ens, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, 
Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Steele, William P. Tay- 
lor, Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Trumbull, 


Everett, Ew- | 


consideration to Friday next. 

Mr. PATTON hoped that the motion would 
not prevail. It was time that this bill was dis- 
posed of. 

After some further remarks on the propriety 
of proceeding to the consideration of the bill, by 
Messrs. VINTON, CAMBRELENG, PAT- 
TON, and ARCHER, the motion to postpone 
was rejected, 

Mr. GILLET said he presumed, inasmuch as 
this subject had been, for a series of years before 
Congress, that every member present was fully 
acquainted with its merits, and prepared to vote 
on it. He understood it had been here so Jong, 
that the elder reporters could report the speeches 
pro and con. without hearing them. Further dis- 
cussion could not, certainly, be necessary. In 
order that a vote might be now taken on the main 
question, he moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ments on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, as the motion of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Gittet] was a 
test question, and as there was a thin attendance 
of members, he would move a call of the House. 

The motion was negatived. ; 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
bill and amendments on the table, it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 90. So the said 
| bill was virtually rejected. 





| 
j 








The following bills were read twice, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading: 
A bill for the relief of James Gardiner; 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 


Bayley E. Clark; 
-. Ll te the relief of Henry Awkward; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of State to 
issue letters patent to James Jones; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel 
Tyler, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac 
Hull, was taken up. 

The question being upon an amendment re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole, a discus- 


sion ensued, in which Messrs. WARD, HAR- | 
DIN, REED, BURGES, and PEARCE of Rhode | 


Island, participated. Before the latter gentleman 
had concluded his remarks, Mr. CLAY moved 
an adjournment, which carried. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 5, 1835. 
Petitions and memorials were presented b 


Messrs. SILSBEE, WHITE, POINDEXTER, | 


KANE, and TYLER, 


Mr. ROBINSON presented joint resolutions | 


from the Legislature of Illinois, praying Con- 
gress to establish a marine hospital on the western 
waters. 


Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Samuel | 
Martin, of Knox county, Tennessee, on subjects | 


in general which the peutioner thought of import- 
ance. Mr. W. said he was at some loss to des- 
ignate the committee to which the petition could 
be most appropriately referred; but as the first 
subject touched upon in it was perhaps consid- 
ered by the petitioner of the greatest moment, 
and as that had relation to the Navy, he moved 


to refer it to the Naval Committee; which was | 


agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a communication from the State Department | 
with a list of patents, and the names of the | 
several patentces which have expired for the year || 


1834. 


He also laid before the Senate a letter from | 


the Secretary of State, containing statistical tables 
of the property, population, taxes, &c., of the 
several States of the Union, not before communi- 
cated, 

He also laid before the Senate joint resolutions 
of the Legislative Council of Michigan ‘Terri- 
tory; which were referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, 

He also laid before the Senate a communication 
from the War Department, with a report of the 


Commissioner of Pensions relative tothe number | 
of applications for pensions which have been | 


rejected since the last annual report. 
SILAS D. FISHER. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the bill || 


for the relief of Silas D, Fisher was taken up; 
and, on his motion, it was then referred, with 
the documents, to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. LEIGH: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to lay before the Senate a copy of 
any letter or letters from his Department to the 
receivers of public moneys, or any of them, in 
the course of the last year, (if any such letter or 
letters have been written,) purporting to contain 
information and instructions to the said receivers, 
that for the mutual accommodation of the public 
officers and creditors in their neighborhood, of 
the receivers, and of the Treasury Department, 
he, the Secretary, proposed thereafter to direct 
warrants in their favor to such receivers for pay- 
ment, when required by them; and further, that 
it would be in the power of such receivers, also 
before a warrant should be obtained by such 
public officers and creditors, and whenever such 
receivers should have confidence in their honesty 
and solvency, to take a draft or assignment by 
them, in their own favor, of their supposed claim 
on the Treasury, to p&y its amount, and, on its 


l| being forwarded to the Treasury, to receive a | 
| warrant in their own behalf, for the sum due; || 
and that all the warrants paid in the manner first || 
stated, or received in the name of such receivers, 

| would be ample vouchers in their behalf on the | 
| settlement of their accounts. And that the Sec- | 
| retary of the Treasury, in case such instructions 
and authority, as are abovementioned, or any of 
like import, were in fact given by him to the 
said receivers of public moneys, be requested to 
communicate to the Senate the particular reasons, 
if there were any, not mentioned in the letters 
themselves, which induced him to give the same, | 
and to state, moreover, to what receivers of public 
moneys such letters and instructions have been 
sent, and what has been the practice of such 
| receivers, and of the Treasury Department, in 
| consequence thereof. 


By Mr. CALHOUN: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
to inquire into the extent of executive patronage, 
the circumstances which have contributed to its 
great increase of late, the expediency and practi- 

' cability of reducing the same, and the means of 
such reduction; and that they have leave to report 

| by bill, or otherwise. 

By Mr. LEIGH: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be | 

| instructed to inquire into the expediency and pro- 

| priety of making an appropriation to compensate | 
toa Points, marshal of the western district of 

Virginia, for extraordinary services rendered by 

him to the public, in detecting, apprehending, 

and bringing to justice, a band of counterfeiters, 

who were flooding the country with counterfeit 

money, or bank notes; and to compensate George 

Smith, C. M. Varner, Peter Koremer, and others, 

who aided the marshal in rendering the said ser- 

vices; and that the said committee do call on the 

Secretary of the Treasury for information relative 

| to this subject. 

|| By Mr. WRIGHT: 

| 

| 


} 
| 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
| be requested to report to the Senate the progress 
which has been made in his Department under the 
resolution of the Senate of the 28th of February, 
1823, directing to be prepared and laid before the 
| Senate, maps of the several States of Ohio, IIli- 
nois, Indiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisi- 
ana, and of the Territories of Michigan, Arkansas, 
and Florida; whether the said maps, or any num- 
ber of them, have been completed according to 
| the direction of said resolution; what is the state of 
'advancement upon such of said maps as have | 
' not been completed; whether the means are in 
| the possession of the Department to complete the 
said maps; and whether any of the said maps | 
heretofore completed and laid before the Senate | 
have been posted up so as to conform to the ex- 
isting condition of the lands, and to what date 
each map has been so posted up. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals, reported the joint resolution 
from the House of Representatives, giving the 
right of way to the Winchester and Potomac 
Railroad Company through the public ground at 
| Harper’s Ferry; which, on his motion, was taken 
| up, considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, re- 


| road Company to locate their road through cer- 
tain public lands of the United States; which | 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 

| reading. 


| 
| Mr. 
| 


in Florida. 
FORT M’ HENRY, BALTIMORE. 


| The resolution submitted by Mr. KENT, on 
| Friday last, for an inquiry into the expediency 
| of the Government purchasing Fort McHenry, 
| was taken up, considered, and agreed to. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The bill authorizing the enlistment of boys in 
the Navy; and 
| The bill to change the titles of certain naval 
| officers, were severally read the third time, and 
| passed. 








| postponed. 


ported a bill to authorize the Tallahassee Rail- || 


Mr. H., from the same committee, also reported | (said Mr. B.) this bill goes to the 3ist of De- 
a bill for the completion of certain improvements || 
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REMISSION OF DUTIES. 

The bill to exempt merchandise imported under 
certain circumstances from the operation of the 
tariff act of 1828, being on its third reading, 

Mr. BENTON rose to invoke the attention of 
the Senate to the principles which the bill in- 
volved, and the amount of money it might take 
from the Treasury. He said, when it was before 
the Senate on Friday last, and was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, it had attracted so 
litle attention, and caused so little to be said, 
that scarcely any one comprehended its magni- 
tude; and, to his knowledge, two Senators situng 
in the recess of a window, under the colonnade, 
and within his view at the time, did not even 
suspect that a bill which might take a million and 
a half of dollars from the Treasury, besides vio- 
lating great principles, was passing its ordeal, and 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The remarks from the Senator from New York 
{Mr. Wricurt] first awakened his attention, and 
put him on fis guard so far as to vote against it. 

The bill (said Mr. B.) violates the plainest prin- 


| ciples, and lays the example of the most dan- 


gerous precedent. It was to grant relief against 
an act of Congress, passed on purpose, and with 
the full view to operate as it has done. There is 
no pretense of mistake or fraud, but a naked 


attempt to give back money collected undera law 


of Congress, made on purpose, and after debates 
and votes, to collect that very money. Every 
Senator who was here (said Mr. B.) in 1828, wiil 
recollect the strenuous efforts which we made to 
put off, to some day beyond the 30th of June, the 
taking effect of the tariff act of that year; and 
how all these attempts were voted down, and only 
one section of the act eventually allowed to be 
Mr. B. said, many Senators now 
present could recollect all this; but, for the benefit 
of others come in since, he would read some pas- 
sages from the Senate Journal. Mr. B. then read 
to show two motions made by General Smith, of 
Maryland, to postpone the taking effect of the 
bill; one of them to the 30th of September; the 
other, on the failure of that motion, to the 15th 
of September. He read the yeas and nays upon 
both these motions, by which it was seen that 
both were rejected; and now (he said) the parties 
were reversed; those who voted against giving 
time to the importing merchants then, vote for 
giving money to them now; and those who voted 
for giving them time, of whom he was one, now 
voted against giving the money. And he did so 
upon the plain principle that the act was passed 
Ow purpose, and to operate just as it did; and to 
give back the money now, would be to introduce 


/a principle under which the difference between 


the amounts of all tariff acts may be refunded at 
any indefinite period; for this bill for relief goes 
up to the end of December, seven or eight months 


_ after the passing of the tariff act of 1828, and after 


which there is nothing in its principle to keep it 
from coming to the presentday. Another unjust 
principle was, that the amount of the difference 
of duty was to be refunded to the importing 
merchants, and not to the consumers, who had 
already refunded them their duties, with their 
profit upon it. 

The amount which might be taken from the 
Treasury, under the bill, next claimed Mr. B.’s 
attention. He thanked the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Wricut] for the information that he 

\had given on this point. It was, that, from an 
answer given by the Secretary of the Treasur 

some time ago, upon a former presentation of this 
bill, which then only went up to the 30th of Sep- 
| tember, that about four hundred and fifty thou- 
| sand dollars would be withdrawn under it. Now 


cember, covers the great importations of the fall, 
and will probably take three times as much as it 
|formerly would; say, one million and a half, 
This was a great sum, (Mr. B. said,) and its 
greatness was getting italong. He believed it had 
| been found necessary to enlarge the scope of the 
| bill—to double, and more than double, its grasp 
|—to get it along; to extend it from two months 

to five months, and from the light importations 

of June and July to the heavy ones of October. 

Another thing he disliked in this bill—it had a 

lobby member to nurse it! Mr. B. was against 
| all the bills, in his first impulsions, which had 
‘lobby nurses. It was an attendance found objec- 
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tionable in all the State Legislatures, and not less 
so here. The Constitution of the United States | 
had provided for the representation for the people. | 


Every secuon of the Union had representatives 
on the floor; to have others in the lobby to push 
the great money claims, was unknown to the 
Constitution, might be of evil effect, and he was 
against the practice. 

Mr. B. said the Secretary of the Treasury ought 
to be consulted, to know how much money this 


bill might withdraw—whether he had the means | 


to pay it; and, if not, how would he provide for 


it?-—by loans, or by taxes, and the revival of the | 
tarift? He said enormous bills were depending fo | 
absorb the revenues; not the bills which carry on 


the Government, but which members originate. 


Ile would name three alone in this Senate: this | 
of $1,500,000; the French | 
spollation bill, $5,000,000; the divide-out-land | 
bill, $3,500,000. Here (he said) isten millions of 


refunding bill, say 


extra appropriations at once, which is half the 
whole annual revenue; while that wile revenue, 
with the exception of only about a quarter of a 


million to spare, was required by the ordinary 


appropriavons. He said it was in vain to rejoice 


at the extinction of the public debt if such | 
enormous and wasicful projects as these could | 


succeed, 


Mr. WEBSTER said he had no desire that 
the bill should pass without every member of the | 
Senate understanding its principles as well as its | 
details, When the bill was first reported, he | 
thought that it was so well understood that there | 
was no reason to enter into a further explanation | 
of it. lt was originally introduced in 1829 or 1830, | 
and the subject had been brougit before the Sen- | 
ate by the chairman of the Committee on Com- | 
merce, the late member from Maryland, (Mr. | 
CHAMBERS,| in 1831 or 1832; that it was then | 


fully discussed and understood as now explained 


by his colleague, [Mr. Sitrspee;) that it was then | 


reported to the Senate,and passed without oppo- 


sition, in precisely the same form in which the || 
committee had nuw reported it; that it was not 


agreed to by the House of Representatives, and 
returned to the Senate. 


cussion, As no objection had been made to the 


features of the bill on former occasions, the com- | 
mittee had now reported it without amendment, | 
and in the same form in which it had received | 
the former sanctions of the Senate. As the ques- | 


tion was on the third reading, he was not dis- 
posed to enter at length into a discussion of the 


bill. If gentlemen wished for further information; | 
if they wished to investigate more thoroughly the | 


bearings of the bill, as the measure was an im- 


portant one, one which would take a large sum | 
from the ‘Treasury, he would not object to the | 


inquiry. but he saw nothing alarming in its 


appearance; it had often passed in the same form. | 


‘ie could recommend it generally; that the claims 
formed different classes, to be sure, in some of 
which the equity was clearer than in others. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he had the misfortune, 


on this question, to differ from the Senator from 
Missour, |Mr. Benton. ] 
entertained a great respect for his judgment; but 
he would remark, that, to himself, the principle 
of the bill was perfectly clear. He had thought 


so on Friday last, when he voted for its engross- | 


ment, and still continued to be of the same 
vpinion, 


He inquired what was the true principle of the 


bill? In all civilized countries, it was a uniform, 


cardinal principle, that all laws should be pros- | 


pective, and never retrospective. It would be 
unjust, in the highest degree, to subject the citi- 
zens of a country to the operation of a law before 
it was possible that they could be acquainted with 


1sexistence. This was a principle of such mani- | 
fest Justice that it could not be denied, or even | 
Sufficient tume ought always to be | 


doubted, 


given toenable those whom the law was destined 
iv affect to become acquainted with it, and to 
accommodate their conduct to its provisions. It 
was upon this very principle that France had 
agveed to indemnity American citizens for the 
captures made under the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees, before they could have known of the exist- 
ence of these decrees. This is the very principle 
upon which the present bill rests. Its object is 


lt was again acted upon | 
at the last session iu its present form, and re- | 
ceived the sanction of the Senate without a dis- | 


He need not say he | 





to grant relief from the onerous effect of the tariff 
law of April, 1828, in cases in which our import- 
ing merchants were not and could not be ac- 
quainted with its existence in time to regulate 
their conduct by a knowledge of its provisions 
This law had, consequently, operated retrospect- 
ively upon their interests, and therefore unjustly. 
What, then, was the object of the bill? [t was 
to do no more than ought to have been done by 
the act of 1828. It was merely to correct the 
injustice which had resulted from our own legis- 
lation. 

This bill seemed to be exceedingly well guarded 


against fraud. No person could obtain relief | 


under its provisions, until he had satisfied the 


Secretary of the Treasury, not only that he had 


ordered goods from a foreign country before he 
could have known of the passage of the act of 
1828, but also that after he had been informed of 
its passage, it was too late to countermand the 


order. ‘This was indispensable. But more than | 


this was required. Ay erson claiming relief, must 
in addition, satisfy the Secretary of the Treasury, 


by his own oath or other proof, that he had | 
actually sustained a loss in consequence of his | 


ignorance of the existence of the act; and an 
indemnity for this loss was all which could be 
demanded. 


He was as desirous as any gentleman could be | 
of taking care of the public enney but he was | 
Te 


equally disposed to do justice. would vote 


for a general recommitment of the bill, because he | 


thought that it might with propriety be confined 


to importations made at an earlier day than the | 


3ist of December, 1828, and he was willing to 
restrict its operation within the narrewest limits 
which justice would admit. 
before us when it may, he would vote for it, be- 
cause he was unwilling to bind our citizens by a 


law with which they could not, by any possibility, | 
have been acquainted in time to save themselves 


from injury. ‘This injustice had been done by 


from the odium which must attach to it by the 
passage of an act in its nature retrospective. 


arn SOIR oni 
Mr. SILSBEE said there had been a palpable | 
violation of justice, which this bill was going to | 


remedy. ‘The Senate bad acted upon it three 


times already,and he was opposed to further de- | 
lay. ‘The honorable Senator [Mr. Benton] had 


estimated the amount this bill proposed to refund 
ata million and a half, but it was all supposition 


—mere conjecture. He had not looked into the | 
provisions of the bill; if he had, he would have | 
found that the importer, in order to obtain the | 
benefit of this act, would be obliged to show that | 
the goods had been ordered in foreign countries, | 


where the orders could not have been counter- 
manded in season to prevent the purchase, which 


was a difficult thing to show, and consequently | 
the number of cases would be diminished. His | 


/only objection to the call for information was 
want of time. He was desirous it might be sent 
to the House at an early day. 

Mr. KANE said he preferred the reference of 
the bill without the specific instructions. All 
laws affecting the interests of individuals should 
be prospective. Certainly France agreed to 
make indemnity for captures under the Berlin 


/and Milan decrees; but then she fixed upon a 


time beyond which compensation should cease 
—seventy days, he believed, after their promul- 
gation. Laws, in order notto have a retroactive 
bearing, should have some time fixed for them to 
take etiect. And with regard to this bill, if the 
30th of September was inserted in the bill, he 
would vote for it. He wished the bill recommit- 
ted, more particularly for the purpose of calling 


the attention of the committee to the provision | 


authorizing the merchant to be refunded who did 
not realize the ordinary profits. No human 


being could lay down a rule which could apply | 


to such a case as this. 

Mr. BENTON, in reply to the remarks, (by Mr. 
Wenssrer,) that this bill had repeatedly passed 
the Senate, and with little opposition, said that 
he had been fourteen years a member of the 
Senate, and would have been but an inattentive 
observer, not to have seen and felt that the gen- 
tlemen here from the sea-board, and great cities, 


deem it quite an act of supererogation for mem- | 
| bers from the interior—from the heart of the for- | 


Sut let the billcome | 


the act of 1828, and he was anxious to correct it, | 
and thus relieve the character of our legislation | 
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est—to undertake to illuminate the Senate upon 


commercial or financial subjects; therefore such 
| members seldom spoke upon such bills; and as 
| for the gentlemen from the commercial cities, they 


could not do it without secming to attack their 


| own constituents. ‘The money is to go to their 


own constituents, and are they to stop it? Every 


| gentleman knew (he said) that a money bill, the 
| proceeds of which went to a member’s constitu- 
| ents, was the most trying vote to which his firm- 
| ness could be put. Even a small sum—a few 


thousand dollars for a vile creek—cannot be op- 
posed without raising a ery against him. He has 
voted against his own constituents, would be the 
loud and incessant cry. Gentlemen from the 
great cities, then, cannot oppose this million and 
a half without being subject to the ery of opposing 
their own constituents. Gentlemen from the in- 
terior cannot, without being stared at as obtru- 
sive and handling things not exactly within their 
sphere. Hence this bill had passed several times, 
and was on the point of passing again, without 
being noticed. But is silent passage an argument 
in favor of a bill? On the contrary, was it nota 
maxim, that the worst measures are general] 
those which pass unanimously and silently ? ‘The 
resolution fora Revolutionary History, by which 
a couple of gentlemen of this city might take from 
the Treasury indefinite millions, did it not pass sub 
silentio? Was not every gentleman astonished 
at the last session when he heard what he had 
done? And is it not now thought to be a plume 
in the cap of the present Secretary of State, that 
he is trying to limit those millions to $400,000? 
But he trusted Congress, which could do what 
the Secretary could not, would stop it altogether, 
He hoped the printing jobs were going to receive 
the attention of the Senate and the people. ‘The 
revolutionary pension bill (said Mr. B.) of 1818, 
did not that pass in this good easy mauner, and 
upon a calculation that it would take but $200,000 
a year, and with regrets that it could only take it 
for a few years? while we have since seen it 
amount to 39,000,000 in a year, and is now cosi- 
ing us more money than ever was expended in 
any year of the Revolution, and displays an army 
of revolutionary pensioners, at half a century 
after the war, greater than ever Washington saw 
during the war. 

Mr. B. replied to the Senator from Pennsyi- 
vania, [Mr. Bucnanan,] and concurred with him 
in the justice of all he had said, so far as his doc- 
trine was general, but denied its applicability to 
this subject, because Congress, in 1828, had con- 
sidered the very point, and passed the law for 
the very purpose of making it take effect before 
it could be known; and they did so upon the 
ground that the importer would add the new duties 
to the price of his goods, and get it all back, with 
a profit, out of the consumer. Mr. B. said such 
laws, to take effect before they could be known, 
were condemned in all codes. The civil law, 
from the code of Justinian to the code of Napo- 
leon, which was framed upon it, made a beautiful 
provision for the promulgation and taking effect 
of laws; they were to take effect one day afier 
promulgation in the place where passed, and 
sO On, in sO many successive days in so many 
successive circles, around the capital, the days 
increasing with the distance, unul the empire 
was embraced, and the law had time to reach its 
furthest boundary. ‘To do otherwise, and make 
laws, especially penal ones, to take elect before 
they could be boone, was to imitate the tyrant 
that posted his edicts, in small letters, on the 
tops of lofty columns, where nobody could read 
them —all this (said Mr. B.) was urged against 
the early taking effect of this tariff act of 1528; 
but it was answered that it was necessary to 
make it take effect immediately to catch the 
impending importations, and to prevent immense 
orders from being sent out to fill up the country 
with goods before the act would take effect, and 
thus defeat the relief that was intended for the 
mauufacturers; and as to the merchants, it was 
said it made no difference to them; they would 
be reimbursed the additional duty, with a profit, 
from the consumer. And now (said Mr. B.) 
what do we see? a complete reversal of argu- 
ments and votes! an absolute rally, which he 
would cail rally No. 1, for it might be the first 
of a series, of the old high-tariff party, now 
standing together as one fnan in this Chamber, 
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to oppose and reverse what they did in 1828, 
and to take a course which must lead to debt, or 








‘taxes—to loans, or the renewal of the high 


avitf! 

. Turning to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that sat nearest to him, [Mr. et Mr. B. | 
said it was certainly true what he had stated, | 
that goods had falten, instead of rising under the | 
tariff Jaw of 1828. Mr. B. knew something 

about that. He had seen an order arrive in the | 
West to march a regiment of infantry (Colonel | 
Leavenworth’s) from the Missouri frontier to the | 
Canada frontier; an order which interpolated a ] 
new practice in our military system, thatof guard- || 
ing dhe coast against smugglers, like French con- | 
scripts during the continental system; an order | 
which announced the evil without curing it; for 
what could a regiment of infantry do to prevent 
smuggling upon a line cf a thousand miles of 
lakes, rivers, forests? The smuggling sunk the 
price of goods, and that was foretold a thousand 
times before it took place. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose again. He was not 
bound, he said, to make out the consistency of 
other Senators who had formerly voted on this 
subject. 
sioned by the manner in which the bill had passed. , 
That act was started in the other House; that | 
certain sections were limited to the 30th of June; 
but upon the amendment of the bill the 30th of | 
June was stricken out, and the 30th of Septem- | 
ber inserted, in such a way as to cause the error. 
That the operations of the act had been unjust 
through inadvertency and mistake. | 

Mr. BENTON said that, as to himself, he cer- | 
tainly was under a mistake as to the amendment | 
mentioned by the Senator from Massachusetts, | 
{[Mr. Wessrer,] and so far as any gentleman | 
said the mistake deceived him, he certainly would | 


but he believed that the whole Senate of 1823 || 


could not say that they were under a mistake in | 
the amendment which postponed one section only | 
of the act. 

After some little conversation between Messrs. 
BENTON, KANE, WEBSTER, BIBB, and 
WRIGHT, with regard to the instructions, as 
partof Mr. Benton’s motion, the question being 
divided, the bill was recommitted, and the instruc- 
tions laid on the table. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill making com- 
pensation for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. ROBBINS having the floor, spoke atlength 


in support of the bill; but he was so imperfectly || 


heard in the gallery, that we cannot give a report 


Without concluding, Mr. R. yielded the floor 
to Mr. KNIGHT, upon whose motion 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 5, 1835. 


Mr. Prummer, of Mississippi, appeared and | 
took his seat. 
Petitions and memorials were presented by— 

Messrs. McINTIRE, HALL, and SMITH, 
of Maine; 

Messrs. BRIGGS, PHILLIPS, EVERETT, 
and GRENNELL, of Massachusetts; 

Mr. HALL, of Vermont; 

Messrs. DAY, CAMBRELENG, GILLET, | 
FILLMORE, and TURRILL, of New York; | 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey; 

Messrs. BANKS, CLARK, MILLER, and | 
MUHLENBERG, of Pennsylvania; 
of Maryland. 

(Mr. McKim said: I am requested to present 
the memorial of a number of citizens of Balti- | 
more, praying that the forts recommended by a | 
board of engineers many years since to be erected | 
for the defense of Baltimore, may be commenced, | 
or such other works as may be deemed necessary. | 
Having the honor to represent, in part, the citi- | 
zens of Baltimore on this floor, I ask leave of the | 
House to say a few words in explanation and | 
support of the memorial. | 
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It is, | presume, well known that Baltimore is 


the emporium of the State of Maryland, and now | 


ranks as the third city in the Union, in size and 


] — In the late war with Great Britain, 


er citizens supported the rights of the nation, 
with all their energy; and when a powerful Brit- 
ish army under the command of a successful gen- 
eral, landed at North Point, in 1814, tocapture the | 
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valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


| John Sanders and others; which was read twice 


city, her citizens, both old and young, marched || 


to meet the invading foe. A battle ensued; the 
commanding general of the enemy was slain, and 
Baltimore had to deplore the loss of a number of 
her brave citizens. The enemy retreated with- 


| out accomplishing the object for which they 


came. Peace took place shortly after, and the 


| Government appointed a board of engineers to 
|| eXamine and report upon such places as might 
| require works of defense. 
/in 1821, and among others recommended two 
| works, of the firstand second class, to be erected 


The board reported 


for the defense of Baltimore—the first class to be 
commenced as soon as possible, and the second 
at a later period. Thirteen years have passed 


since this report was made, and, while a great | 
number of the works recommended in the report || 


regret to state that those mentioned for Baltimore 
have been entirely passed over. 
know not; but the fact is so. 


The cause I 
Surely the lives 


and committed. 
DIVORCE FROM BANKS. 


Mr. GORDON asked the consent of the House 
to submit and have printed an amendment to the 
bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Meuns, to regulate the deposits of the public 
moneys in State banks. 

Objection being made, Mr. G. asked a suspen- 


sion of the rule, in order to enable him to make 


the motion indicated, 
The motion to suspend the rules prevailed; 
When Mr. G. offered an amendment to the bill 
referred to, which was ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. EWING offered the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, les over one day: 
Resolved, That the President of the United 


| States be requested to transmit, or cause to be 


| transmitted, to this Elouse, copies of every circu- 


lar letter of instruction emanating from the Treas- 
ury or War Departments, since the 30th day of 


i! June last, and addressed to either the receiving 


or disbursing officers stationed in States wherein 


|| land offices are established, or public works are 
| constructing, under the authority of Congress. 


and property of the citizens of Baltimore are as || 


much entitled to protection from this Govern- 
ment as those in any other part of the Union. 
The entire property at risk in Baltimore may be 


|| estimated at one hundred millions of dollars, and 


lam informed, not in as good a condition, at 


present, as at the close of the late war. The cit- 


izens of Baltimore place every dependence on the | 
justice of Congress, and expect that the same | 
not include such a gentleman under his remarks; || protection will be afforded to Baltimore as has | 


een done to the neighboring cities and other 
points of the Union.] 


Messrs. ALLEN, PATTON, CHINN, TAY- 


| LOR, CLAIBORNE, and MOORE, of Virginia; | 


Messrs. WAYNE and GILMER, of Georgia; 
JOHNSON, of Kentucky; 


the pension roll. 

Messrs. PEYTON and DUNLAP, of Tennes- 
see; 
| Messrs. CRANE, SLOANE, PATTERSON, 
| SPANGLER, VINTON, and WEBSTER, of 
| Ohio; 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana; 
Mr. EWING, of Indiana; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
fh | Mr. MAY, of Ilinois; 
of his speech. | 


Mr. MARDIS, of Alabama; 

Messrs. BULL and ASHLEY, of Missouri; 
| Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas; and 

| Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 


| priately referred. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


i] 
} 


Messrs. POPE, ALLAN, CHILTON, and | 


[Mr. Pope presented the petition of Thomas || 
MclIntesh, of Kentucky, praying to be placed on | 


1} 
i 
1 | 
| 
| 
iI 
| 
| 


| Which petitions and memorials were appro- | 
| 


| | 


| 


/ cate to this House a detaile 


} ic ye 5 » ITni ~ > 7 be 
only one fort to protect the harbor, and that, as | pees revenue of the United States may be col 


|| read. 





Messrs. HEATH, McKIM, and THOMAS, | 


Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads | | 
and Canals, reported a bill to amend an act enti- | 
tled ‘* An act authorizing the construction of a | 
bridge across the Potomac, and repealing all | 
other acts in relation to the same; which was || 


Mr. M. said, as the bill did not involve an |) 
appropriation of money, and was intended merely || 
to legalize a slight deviation from the plan which | 
had been heretofore authorized for the construc- || 
tion of the bridge, he hoped the bill would be per- || 
mitted to progress without being committed. 

The bill was read a second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Invalid | 


Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of George | | 


C. Seaton; which was read twice and committed. | 
Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on In- | 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of | 
John Bryan; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 
Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Invalid | 





Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | 
James Swallow; which was read twice and com- || 


mitted. | 


| 


| ing patent certificates and deiivering patents. 


Mr. GAMBLE offered the following resolu- 

tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to digest and prepare and communi- 
Sain by which the 


scted, safely kept, and disbursed, without the 
agency of a bank or banks, either State or na- 
tional, 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
it was 

Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of 


| War, relative to the extension and completion 


of the pier at Cunningham’s creek, in Ohio, with 


| the documents that accompany the said report, be 


referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
with instructions to inquire into the expediency 
of making the necessary appropriation for extend- 
ing and completing said work. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of relinquishing to the State of Alabama the 
two per cent. of the net proceeds of sales of the 
public lands, which have taken place since the Ist 
day of September, 1819, or may hereafter take 

lace, by the terms of the contract between the 

nited States and that State, on her admission into 
the Union, for making a road or roads leading to 
the said State, to -be applied under the direction 
of the Legislature of Alabama in the construction 
of a railroad or canal to connect the waters of 
Mobile bay with those of the Tennessee river; 
or to create a fund for the support of primary 
schools, as said Legislature may determine. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of increasing the fees allowed to the deputy 
surveyor of the United States for the State of 
Louisiana, in those cases when it is found im- 
practicable to procure the work to be executed for 
the present maximum fixed by law; and into the 
expediency of allowing to the registers of the 
land offices of the United States for the State of 
Louisiana, an additional salary, instead of the 
fees payable by the claimants of lands, for issu- 


| On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
| to transmit to the House of Representatives a copy 
| f the survey made by authority of the United 
| States, fora canal from Portage Summit, in the 
| State of Ohio, to Kearney’s line, so calied, in the 
| State of Pennsylvania, and a map of the route, 
and an estimate of the cost of said canal. 


| On motion of Mr. EWING, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
_Canals be instructed to inquire into the expe- 


Mr. FORESTER, from the Committee on In- || diency of granting a suitable quantity of unsold 
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and unappropriated land to the State of Indiana, 
to be by her disposed of at a price not below that 
of the public lands, and the proceeds to be in- 
vested in stock of the Evansville and La Fayette 
railroad, which is contemplated to connect the 
Wabash and Erie canal with the Ohio river at 
thattown. Also, into the expediency of granting, 
in like manner, a suitable quantity of public land, 
to construct a railroad ora aided Ween New Al- 
bany, on the Ohio, near Louisville, through Bed- 
ford, Lawrence county, and Greencastle, Putnam 
county, to the Wabash river, near the junction 
of the Wabash and Erie canal. Also, into the 
expediency of granting, in like manner, a suit- 
able quantity of public land to improve the navi- 
gation of White river, and its two branches, from 
the Wabash river to the points declared naviga- 
ble by law of that State. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


The following resolution, submitted on Satur- 
day by Mr. Cuitron, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the subject, 
and report their opinion to this House, of the 
mest equal and just mode of applying the rev- 
enues of the country to such works of public 
improvement within the respective States of this 
Union as may be necessary for the facilitating of 
commerce with foreign nations and among the 
several States. And that they moreover report 
their opinion of the best and most practicable 
mode of ascertaining and determining the nation- 
ality and importance of such improvements as 
may be proposed within the said several States. 


Mr. CHILTON rose and said, that the prop- 
osiion which he had submitted to the House | 


would be found, on examination, to consist of 
two parts. The first relates to the great princi- 


ples of justice, which may be observed in making | 


disbursements of public money from the Treasury 
tor works of improvement; the second to the 
character of the work proposed in the several 
States of the Union. He said he should like to 
confine his remarks to these two points. The 
first relates to the principle of distribution, and 
includes the inquiry—What distribution will be 


just? ‘This inquiry excludes any discussion with | 
regard to so much of the revenue of the country | 


as regards the necessary expense of the Govern- 
ment, 
no ditference of sentiment with regard to so much 
as relates to the necessary expense of the Gov- 
ernment. Itis rightthat every American citizen 
should contribute so much, whether directly or 


indirectly, as are necessary for carrying on the | 


operations of the Government. The difference 


of opinion that exists, relates to the remainder | 
of the money in the Treasury after the expenses | 
In order to de- 


of Government have been paid. 
termine with regard to the distribution, what 
course will be proper and just, the answer in- 
volves two quesuons—questions of fact in part, 
and part of conventional agreement or constitu- 
tional law. ‘Those of fact will be first. How is 
this fund created, and from whence derived ? and 
secondly, to whom does this fund belong? In 
answer to the first question—it is derived from a 
variety of sources, the principal of which are the 
duties on foreign productions, and from the sale 
of public lands. He might revert to many more, 
to the Post Office and Patent Office, &c., but the 
aurgregate would be found so inconsiderable that 
he would not take up the time of the House to 
enumerate them. He would confine himself to 
these two great and important sources of rev- 
enue, to the amount received from duties on the 
foreign article, and from the sale of the pub- 
he domain of this nation. ‘The duties on foreign 
articles are paid immediately by the importers, 
mediately by the consumers, and remotely by 
the foreign manufacturers. He did not consider 
the cost of the article was increased to the con- 
sumer in proportion to the amount of duties. 
He would put a single case in illustration. In 
1828, when the tariff bill was passed, the eastern 
members adopted the opinion that the cost of 
molasses would be reduced in proportion to the 
reduction of duty, 


He was persuaded there would be found | 


By the act then passed, the | 
duties were reduced. When Congress met next | 
winter, he called on them to know if they had | 
realized their fond hopes, and learned, to his | 


astonishment, thatthe price was increased instead 
of being diminished. He inquired of them the 
cause, but they could not tell; neither was he 
able to find any one who could account for it to 
their own or his satisfaction, till he happened in 
company with an intelligent foreigner, who re- 
marked that it was a matter very easily accounted 
for, that foreigners had their secret agents em- 
ployed in all American markets. They knewas 
well as Americans themselves the price of the 
article and the extent of the demand, and when 
the duties were reduced here five cents per gallon, 
the price was increased five cents per gallon 
abroad. Mr.C. said he had shown by this illus- 
tration that the consumer was not relieved by a 
reduction of duties, but that the profits of the 
foreigner were increased. When you take into 


| consideration the small extent of the territory of 
| Great Britain, it is certain the 


cannot live by 
agriculture, but must be engaged in manufactures 


and commerce; they are compelled to sell the ar- | 
ticles they manufacture, whether they will com- | 


mand much or little. He said that the duties the 
citizen pays for the support of his own Govern- 
ment would, but for those duties, be paid into 
the pockets of foreigners. 
with his remarks till arrested by a call for the 
orders of the day. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing communications: 


A letter from the Secretary of State, transmit- | 


ting, in pursuance of law, a list of patents, &c.; 
which was laid on the table; 


A letter from the Secretary of State, covering | 
a list of patents which have expired during the | 


last year; which was laid on the table; 
A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 


ting, in pursuance to a resolution of May 29th, | 
1830, a list of persons who have applied for pen- | 
| sions, and also a list of those persons whose | 
applications have been rejected; which was laid 


on the table and directed to be printed; 


A letter from the Secretary of War, in response | 


toa resolution of the House in relation to the 
Cumberland road; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and 

A letter from the Secretary of War, inganswer 
to a resolution of the House in relation to certain 
improvements and public works in the State of 


| North Carolina; which was laid on the table and 
directed to be printed. 


RELIEF OF ALEXANDRIA. 
A bill for the relief of the city of Alexandria 


| was taken up; and, on motion of Mr. Curyy, 
| its further consideration was postponed to Thurs- 


day next. 
BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of James Young; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Bailey E. Clark; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Awkward; and 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of State to 
issue letters patent to James Jones. 

When the hour allotted for the consideration 
of morning business had elapsed, 

Mr. CLAY rose and reminded the Chair and 
the House that, several weeks ago, the ** bill to 
reduce and graduate the price of the public lands”’ 
had been made the special order for this day. 
He inquired of the Chair whether this bill would 
not have precedence over other special orders? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative— 
remarking that when the day arrived for the 
consideration of another special order, since that 
of the ** Navy bill’? had been pending, he had 
given his opinion that the unfinished special order 
had precedence, and that the House had then 
acquiesced. The Speaker also mentioned the 
several special orders which had precedence over 
the bill mentioned by Mr. C. 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the decision here- 
tofore pronounced by the Chair had (perhaps 
from inattention) escaped his notice; that he did 
not wish to interfere with other special orders, if 
he could avoid it, and would, therefore, for the 
present, oe in the course indicated as the 
proper one by the Chair. 


| PAY OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. C. proceeded || 


January 5, 


i, 


| The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished special order, being the bill ts 
regulate the pay of the Navy of the United States. 

The amendment pending at the hour of ad- 

| journment, when the bill was last under discus- 

sion, offered by Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky 
| which raises the salaries of passed midshipmen 
_and midshipmen, was read and agreed to, after 
| being assented to by the chairman of the select 
| committee, [Mr. Warmovan. } 

Mr. GRENNELL proposed to amend the 

| clause relating to clerks of navy-yards, by raising 
their pay from $900 to $1,100 per annum. 
| . Mr. G. said, he was not disposed to obstruct 
the passage of the bill, towards the general fea- 
tures of which he felt favorably disposed; but 
the more he had reflected on this point, the more 
firmly he was convinced of the justice of the 
amendmenthe had submitted. The office belonged 
to what might be properly called the civil depart- 
ment of the Navy—a class too apt to be over- 
looked. Mr. G. said, he should go for the bill, 
| though it contained some objectionable features— 
some of the salaries, he believed, were placed at 
rather too high a rate; but this important office, 
that of clerk of navy-yards was, in his view, dis- 
proportionately too low. The duties of that officer 
were onerous and responsible. He not merely 
kept the accounts of the yard, but had charge of 
the correspondence—not, as had been supposed, 
barely to file that correspondence, but was him- 
self the writer, and should possess talents and 
| receive a compensation correspondent to his 
duties. A chaplain received $1,200 per annum, 
while a clerk’s duties were certainly much more 
| severe. He did not deny the importance of the 
duties of the former officer; but it would be ad- 
mitted they were only required twice a week, 
while the clerk must be in attendance every day, 
from sun-rise to sun-set; and even Sunday did 
not bring a Sabbath to him. Mr. G. bere enu- 
merated all the duties of clerks; and appealed to 
gentlemen to admit that compensation was not in 
‘ proportion to that given to other officers. He 
said it ought to be remembered that the salary of 
the clerk in the yard at Washington had always 
been $1,000 perannum, until the last year, when 
it was reduced by the Navy Commissioners to 
$750. He hoped the amendment would prevail. 
{Here Mr. LEWIS obtained leave to lay a 
motion on the table to reconsider the vote of 
Saturday last on the bill for the relief of Susan 
Decatur, the consideration of which was post- 
| poned to Friday next.] 
| The question was then taken on the amend- 
/ment of Mr. Grennew, and it was rejected 
without a division. 
The guestion now being on the engrossment 
_ of the bill, 

Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, rose and said he 
should feel constrained, from various considera- 
tions, to move that this bill be committed to the 

| Committee on Naval Affairs for revisal. The 
| increase in the pay of the officers by this bill was 
more than $200,000. The whole pay of Navy 
officers will thus cost the nation at least a million 
| of dollars. No one could be more alive than 
| himself to the glory which our naval officers had 
shed upon our name; but not even this consider- 
ation should induce him to support this bill in its 
present shape, contrary to his own ideas of right. 
| Mr A. said there was another view which 
‘should be taken of this subject. The officers 
destined to receive the additional compensation 
were not generally those who so brilliantly dis- 
tinguished themselves in the last war. ‘Those 
engaged in that memorable contest, had most of 
_ them passed to their final reward. They belonged 
to the old school of economy, and were content 
with what their country awarded them, and the 
glory of achieving her victories. Mr. A. here 
went into a comparison between the relative pay 
and duties of the officers of the Army and the 
Navy. The disparity was not now so great as 
had been represented to the disadvantage of the 
latter. The bill did not equalize the pay of the 
two services. A certain class of officers in the 
Navy, were to be paid at a much higher rate 
than those of a corresponding rank in the ae 
| The pay of a lieutenant in the Navy was not only 
greater than that of a colonel of the Army, but 

















nearly equal to that of a brigadier general. The 
soaeele won by the Army were as green as those 
gathered for us by the Navy, and he asked if the 
former could not with reason complain of the in- 
‘ustice of the distinctions contained in this bill? 
What was it in the two services that justified this 
reat disparity of pay. 
me of peace ihe annee of the Navy involved dan- 
gers and i é 
to the land service. This, he contended, was not 
the fact. He spoke of the hardships and dangers 


of frontier posts, and contrasted them with advant- | 
ages which a naval officer has of visiting remote | 


portions of the globe—advantages sought after 
with avidity by men of wealth. Again, the 


officers of the Navy have the advantage of long | 
furlouaghs—sometimes of two or three years,which | 
is denied to those of the Army. On the whole, | 
he thought the advantages were altogether on the | 
Mr. A. next adverted to the | 


side of the Navy. > t 
argument which had been advanced for raising 


these salaries, that the officers were unable, with | 
their present pay, to reciprocate the civilities 


This | 


extended towards them in foreign parts. 
argument could only apply to the commanding 
officers of squadrons, as it was them only that 
were interested. But Mr. A. said this was not 
the view in which this matter struck him. It 
did not tally with our former ideas of republic- 
anism. He thought an American commander 
could obtain more respect abroad, by the order 
and condition of his ship, and the discipline of 
his crew. The policy of our Government was 
economy, and not pompous display; while that 
of other countries was the reverse. Our subor- 
dinate officers, he contended, were better paid 
than those of any other nation on the globe; and 
the effect of the proposed advances would be to 
make them chietly the aim of the sons of the 


wealthy, to the exclusion of the hardy and de- | 


serving—thereby, he believed, decreasing the 
efiiciency of the service. 
of this bill to beware, or the people would be 
aroused, and insist on a return to our ancientand 
popular Jeffersonian system of economy. Mr. 
A. objected to the bill on another account. He 
meant the establishment of a new and most un- 
warrantable system of pensions. He referred to 
the orphan and widows’ pension fund, which 
he characterized at length as leading to new 
and dangerous principles in our Government, 
leading to corruption of a most glaring character. 
He concluded by moving that the bill be com- 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MANN moved to amend the motion, by 
adding: ‘* With instructions to prepare a bill for 
equalizing the pay of officers of the Army and 
Navy;”’ and then, 

On motion of Mr. M. the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 6, 1835. 


Petitions and memorials were presented by 


Messrs. HILL, WRIGHT, BUCHANAN, and 


LEIGH. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting six copies of the Navy Register for the 


year 1334. 


Also, another letter from the same Depart- 
ment, in obedience to the act of June-last, trans- 
mitting a copy of the report of the director of 
the Mint, relative to the assay of coins made at 


the Mint. 


Also, another letter from the same Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report of the survey of the 
northern boundary line of the State of Indiana, 
made in obedience to a resolution of 30th Decem- 


ber, 1833. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill making an ap- 
propriation to improve the Mississippi river, near 


the city of St. Louis. 


On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of Elizabeth Seoit. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Commitee 





It had been said, that in | 


nconveniences which were not incident | 


He warned the friends | 
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tion of the petition of James Nicholson; and the 
same was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On Mr. W.’s motion, the same committee was 
discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of Ludwig Lud wigson; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made a report upon the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the 


issuing of Virginia military bounty land war- | 


rants; which, on his motion, was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Silas D. Fisher. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


row, he would ask leave to introduce a bill to 
give effect to the eighth article of the treaty with 
Spain. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ROBINSON, on leave given, introduced 


to compromise certain claims of the 
States; which was twice read and committed. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, on leave 


was twice read and referred. 


FRENCH RELATIONS. 


Relations, to which had been referred that part 


the present session of the French Chambers. ’’ 





occu hour and a 


conc 


half; and when 


a an 


gentleman might desire. 


Mr. TALLMADGE suggested to the honor- | 
' able chairman the propriety of making the report 
the special order for Tuesday, two weeks hence— 
and whilst he was up, lest it might be inferred, | 
from the general language of the report, that it 
_had received the unanimous approbation of the 
| Committee on Foreign Relations, he felt it his 
| duty to express to the Senate his dissent fron: || 
He concurred with the hon- 
orable chairman [Mr. Cray] in many of the 
views which he had taken of this interesting sub- 
ject; but there were others in which he could not | 
concur—there were some of the premises, the 
arguments, and conclusions, which he could not 
He believed that the President was 
fully justified and borne out by the correspond- 
ence, in the positions which he had assumed in 
He entertained no 
doubt of the binding obligation of the treaty on 
France, and the duty of the French Chambers to 
carry it into effect; and thata refusal on their part 
to make the necessary appropriation to meet the 
stipulations contained in it, would be a violation 
He dissented 
entirely from that part of the report in relation to 
the effect supposed to have been produced on the 
Chamber of Deputies, in the late rejection of the 
bill, by reason of the correspondence of Mr. 
Rives, the able and skillful negotiator of the treaty. 
| He had no doubt of the power of Congress to 
| pass a law at this session authorizing reprisals on 
rench property, in the manner recommended by 
But this was no time for discus- 
sion or argument on these or other matters of the 
He would only say, that with a knowl- 
edge that the French Chambers had been con- 
vened nearly a month earlier than was anticipated 
by the President, when he communicated his 
message to Congress, he was of opinion, when 
this subject was under consideration before the 
| committee, that, as a matter of expediency, it 
| were better thatno report be made, until we had 
heard further of the action of the Chambers, and 


some portions of it. 


approve. 


his message to Congress. 


of the pledged faith of the nation. 


| the President. 


| report. 


Mr. WAGGAMAN gave notice that, to-mor- | 


a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury | 
United | 


given, intro- 


duced a bill for the relief of Carey Clark; which | 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Foreign 


of the President’s message appertaining to our 
relations with France, made a report, which con- 
cluded by a resolution, ‘That it is inexpedient | 
at this time to pass any law vesting in the Presi- | 
dent authority for making reprisals upon French 
propey: in the contingency of provision not 
xelng made for paying to the United States the 
indemnity stipulated by the treaty of 1831, during 


Mr. C. read the report from his seat, which 
he 
uded, he submitted a proposition to make | 
the report and the resolution the order of the day 
for Tuesday next, and thatthe report be printed, 
together with any of the documents which any 
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on Commerce was discharged from the considera- | which we were in the daily expectation of hear- 


| ing. 

Mr. CLAY said it was true that this subject, 
the report—and he regretted to say it—was not 
entirely coincided in by all the members of the 
committee; he did not know whether there was 
a concurrence in the resolution or not. It was 
true that it was not time to enter into the argu- 
ment now, for the only thing was, what time 
should be chosen for the consideration. He 
thought that the sooner Congress manifested its 
will on this subject, the better—better for the 
country, its commercial operations, and the va- 
rious insurances made. And he had a perfect 
persuasion that if it was the intention of Con- 
gress not to pass a law authorizing reprisals in 
the contingency indicated by the President, the 
sooner it was Sere as well on the other side 
of the Atlanticason this, the better, He thought, 
therefore, that the postponement to the time sug- 
gested ought not to prevail. He did not know 
what France might do, or what construction she 
would put upon the late message of the Presi- 
dent, nor anything about the view she might 

take of it. If she should fly into a passion on 
account of it, we might be involved in serious 
difficulties. But if she was prudent, she would 
wait to see whether the message should be sec- 
'onded by Congress. If Congress thought it ex- 
pedient to pass no such law as that requested by 
the President, but that it was safest and wisest 
to wait for the action of France, he asked, would 
itnot be likely to produce a better etfect? He 
did not know whether a discussion would ensue 
upon the reportor resolution. We hold the neg- 
ative, said Mr. C. We are in favor of no law, 
and, therefore, there would probably be no dis- 
cussion. It was only in the eveut of a proposi- 
tion to pass a law that a discussion could ensue. 
It was necessary to a good understanding be- 
| tween the two countries, that there should, at as 
early a period as possible, be an announcement of 
our intentions upon the measure suggested by the 
President. He was, therefore, opposed to the 
postponement for two weeks. He thought the 
document might be printed and on our tables in 
two days. 
The postponement to next Tuesday was agreed 
| to. 


Mr. CLAY then moved that the report be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved that twenty thou- 
sand additional copies be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY had no objection to the number; 
but he thought five thousand were sufficient. 

Mr. POINDEXTER replied that our existing 
relations with France were of the utmost import- 
ance to the nation; and he thought the views of 
the enlightened committee on the subject should 
be fully spread before the country. Although 
they would probably be circulated by means of 
the public journals, yet that would not be done 
insufficienttime. ‘Twenty thousand, he thought, 
was not too much. Thirty thousand copies of 
the report of the Post Office Committee had been 
printed last year, and spread over the whole 
country. This was not a less important docu- 
ment, since it would enable the people to witness 
any conflict that might take place between this 
branch of the Government and the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would vote for the 
largest number. He had heard it read with great 
pleasure; it contained all the documents upon a 
— which was of the utmost importance. 

ar was at all times to be avoided—and of al! 
calamities which could befall this country, he 
considered a war with France would be the most 
unfortunate. 

Mr. EWING said that he also would vote for 
the largest number. If he had the whole number 
of twenty thousand copies, they would not be 
more than suflicient to give his constituents all 
the information they wished. 

Mr. PORTER was also determined to vote for 
the largest number. He was extremely anxious 
that his constituents should be informed of the 
ee situation of this question. There could 

e no doubt that if the appropriation to carry the 
treaty into execution should not be made, the two 
countries were drifting to a position in which 


eS eee 4 GAR 


- - ‘ ot a 
CAE Pe ape ot cnt meget 


i 


ok 


reat 


Ano 


ars La ABE LINO IE LOE RE LR ie 
er tyramine, pie len 8 Fi ga re o4 : 


ne 
nn ae 
re 


ne 
einai 


on 


Sean, Meiners ce 


i 


a 


nt nh deena 
SY te nero ORAM Eo wet 


eae 


POR 


ae 
pi 


Se teh yep 


96 THE CONGRESSIONAL 


collision must inevitably ensuc,and he wished to 
avoid it. Wesympathised with public opinion, 
and it was important that opinion should be cor 
rect. The document would not be read in the 
newspapers, and there was no other way of its 
reaching the people. 

The question being about to be put on printing 
twenty thousand extra copies, 

Mr. HILL demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. : 

Mr. LEIGH said he would vote for the largest 
number, but fora single reason, and that was, 
that if they were ordere d, they could by no pos- 
sibility be printed in less than four months. 

Mr. PRESTON thought the document should 
be disseminated as widely as possible. We should 
avoid war by all just and honorable means, so 
long as it was possible, but, above all,a war with 
France. And he thought the views of the com- 
mittee would satisfy the nation that we could 
avoid a war with France. He concurred fully in 
the conclusions of the committee that it was the 
duty of Congressto acton presentcircumstances— 


that we should not anticipate what France would | 
do—and he concurred in the shadowing forth of | 
the course which we might be compelled to take. | 


He concurred with them that it was the duty of | 
the nation to defend its honor at any hazard or | 


cost whatever, but not to plunge into t war except 
to defend its honor and maintain its rights. He 
was willing to disseminate thisdocumentas largely 
as possible, but he thought with the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Leien) that it was physically 


impossible, alinost, to have the twenty thousand | 


printed in time for distribution, He proposed 
some ten or fifteen thousand extra copies. 

Mr. EWING said he was just informed by 
the printer of the Senate, that he could have the 
documents printed and on the tables in three 
days, and the additional number of copies in two 
weeks. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he would vote against 
printing the twenty thousand copies, not because 
1 


e could possibly have any wish to prevent the | 
distribution of the document, which would go | 
through the country much more rapidly than we | 


could send it, but because the people were not out 
of the reach of information tll they could reach 
it from us. When so large a number of docu- 
ments were ordered they became so old that they 
were not read. The information went so far be 
fore them, that when they came from the printer 
there was no inducement to read them, and it 
was incurring an expense without deriving any 
utility from it. His quota of the Post Office 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

The resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. | 
Leicu were taken up and adopted. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Wricnt was taken up for consideration; and on | 
his motion it was amended by making the fol- 
lowing addition: 

‘* And also to report the names of the several 


‘persons who have been employed by the De- | 


‘partment as draftsmen upon the said maps, the | 
‘dates from which to which each person has 
‘been so employed, and the rates of wages, and 
‘the amounts paid to each respectively for such 
‘ service.”’ 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 


The following resolution offered yesterday by | 
Mr. Catnown, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed | 
to inquire into the extent of executive patronage; | 
the circumstances which have contributed to its | 
great increase of late; the expediency and prac- 
ticability of reducing the same, and the means of 
such reduction; and that they have leave to re- 


port by bill or otherwise. | 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, it was ordered | 
that the committee consist of six. 

Mr. C. wished that the committee might con- 
sist of two members from each of the political 
parties. For it is well known (said Mr. C.) that 
there are different political interests in the Sen- 
ate. That when he considered the extent of | 
executive patronage and influence, and its import- 
ant effect upon our future prospects, he wished 
to go into its consideration free from all preju- | 
dices, and to give it an impartial consideration. | 
He wished the committee might be immediately | 


| 


| appointed. 


| for amending the Constitution of the United States 


report, which had been alluded to, did not reach || 


him ull the Ist of October, and at that period, 
when he sent the document to his constituents, 
he received replies from them that they had seen 
it before. This subject was immensely import- 
ant, and the press would distribute the report 


» c > y ; . , § | © “ 
sooner than we could. He thought five thousand || © | Navy of the United States, was taken up 


copies, the usual number, quite sufficient. 


After some further remarks from Mr. POR- | 
TER, Mr. EWING, Mr. BIBB, and Mr. POLN- | 


DEXTER, the question was taken on printing 


twenty thousand additional copies, and decided | 


in the atnrmative by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Clay, | 


Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, 
Kent, Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prenuss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, ‘Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Waggaman, and Webster—26. 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- 
anav, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Georgia, 
Leigh, Linn, McKean, Morris, Preston, Robin- 
son, Shepley, Talimadge, Tyler, White, and 
Wright—19. 

Mr. POLINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the final ad- 


justment and settlement of claims to lands in | 


Florida and Arkansas Territories, with an amend- 
ment. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 


The bill to make compensation for French 
spoliations owe to 1800, coming up, at the sug- 
gestion of | 
over, and the Senate proceeded to the other spe- 
cial orders. 


| of Ohio, was taken up for consideration. 


Mr. POINDEXTER proposed that the election | 
of the committee would be postponed till to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr. CALHOUN objected. 

And so the Senate proceeded to ballot for the 
committee; when Messrs. CaLnoun, SouTHARD, 
Bins, Wesster, Benton, and Kine of Georgia, | 
were elected, 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KENT, on leave, and agreeably to former | 
notice, introduced a bill for making compensation | 
for certain advances made to the Government | 
during the last war; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KENT also introduced a joint resolution | 
° ° ° ° | 
with regard to the election of President and Vice 
President. | 

BOYD REILLY’S APPARATUS. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the | 


bill authorizing the purchase of the right and ap- | 
paraius of Boyd Reilly for applying irrespirable | 
gas to the human system, to be used in the Army 
and considered in Committee of the Whole, and | 
without opposition, was ordered to be engrossed | 
for a third reading. 


NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF OHIO. 


' 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the bill estab- || 


lishing the northern boundary line of the State 


i 


Mr. C. then o' served, that it was important | 


| the bill should receive the immediate action of 


Congress, on account of its connexion with 
Michigan and the proposed new Territory of | 
Wisconsin, that this line should be established | 
before admitting Michigan into the Union. Mr. | 
C. being chairman of the committee that reported | 
the bill, went on at some length to explain the | 
views that had governed the committee in the 
formation of the bill. 
Here a motion was made to adjourn; which did | 


, not prevail, 


Mr. HENDRICKS then offered an amendment; 


| which was agreed to. 


After some further observations by Messrs. | 


| CLAYTON and HENDRICKS, Mr. ROBIN- 


ir. WRIGHT, the bill was passed | 


/SON offered another amendment; which was | 


alyo received — 
And the bill as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, without opposi- | 


| tion 


GLOBE. 


| 


January 6, 


On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the a- 


municatiory received this day from the Treasury 
| Départment, on the subject of the northern 
boundary line of Indiana, was ordered to be 
printed. 

| And then the Senate adjourned. 


1} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 6, 1835. 


| A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donetson, his Private 
Secretary. 

| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Jarret 
| Buckingham; which was read twice and com- 
| mitted. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill confirming to the 
representatives cf Thomas F. Riddick the title to 
| six hundred and forty acres of land; which was 
| twice read and committed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, reported a bill granting an additional 
| quantity of land for the satisfaction of revolution- 
ary land warrants; which was read twice and 


|| committed. 


Mr. C., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of James Moore and William 
| Moore; which was read twice, and postponed for 
one week, 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Richard T. Archer; which was read twice, and 
postponed for one week. 

Mr. C. (instructed by the Committee on Private 
Land Claims) moved that the Committee of the 
Whole be discharged from the further consider- 
| ation of the bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Latham, deceased; which was disagreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from the 
consideration of the bill supplementary to the 
act of July 4, 1832, for the final adjustment of 
land claims in the southeastern district of Lou- 
isiana, and that the same be committed to a Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on 
| Military Affairs, made a favorable report in re- 
| lation to certain fortifications at Si. Augustine, 
| in Florida; which, on his motion, was referred 
/ to the Committee of the Whole, to whom the 
| bill on the subject of fortifications had been com- 
| mitted. 

| Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on the Ju. 





|| diciary, Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Rev- 


| olutionary Claims, Mr. BOON, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and Mr. ADAMS, of 
| New York, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions, made unfavorable reports upon various 

petitions and subjects referred to said committees. 
|" Mr. HUBBARD, from the joint committee ap- 


'| pointed on that subject, reported the following 
‘| correspondence between the joint committee and 


| John Quincy Adams, on the subject of the ad- 
| dress delivered by the latter on the life and char- 
acter of General La Fayette: 

| January 5, 1835. 

| Sm: We have the honor to present to you offi- 
' cial copies of the joint resolutions adopted by the 
‘Senate and House of Representatives on the 2d 


|| instant, expressing the thanks of Congress for 


| the appropriate oration delivered by you in the 
| Hall of Representatives on the 31st ultimo, on 
the life and character of General La Fayette, and 
| authorizing a request to be made to you fora copy 
of it for publication. 
| Having shared the high gratification of hearing 
the oration, we take pleasure, in pursuance of 
| the second of the joint resolutions, in requesting 
| you to furnish a copy of the oration for publica- 
| tion. 
We have the honor to be, with great respect, 
your obedient servants, 
HENRY CLAY, 
Chairman Committee on the part of the Senate. 


HENRY HUBBARD, 


Chairman Committee on the part of the House. 
| To the Hon. Jonw Quincr Apams. 











18395. 


To Messrs. Henry Cray and Henry Hussarp, 
Chairmen of the Joint Committee of Arrange- 








ments of the Senate and House of Represent- || 


atives of the United States, to carry into effect 
the resolutions of Congress in relation to the 
death of General La Fayette: 


GentLemen: [ received with deep sensibility 
our communication of the joint resolutions of 

th Houses of Congress, upon the oration de- 
livered before them on the life and character of 
La Fayette. 

The kind indulgence with which they have ac- 
cepted the endeavor tu give effect to their purpose 
of paying a last tribute of national gratitude and 
affection to the memory of a great benefactor of 
our country, will be impressed upon my heart to 
the last hour of my life. 

With this sentiment, I shall take pleasure in 
furnishing, as requested, a copy of the address 
for publication. 

I am, gentlemen, with the highest respect, 
your fellow-citizen and obedient servant, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Mr. HUBBARD remarked that the oration 
was now under the control of the House. It had 


been considered by the joint committee that it || 


would be most proper for each House to act in- 


dependently in regard to having it printed, inas- | 


much as there was no printer to Congress He 

asked leave to present the following resolution: 
Whereas it was resolved at the last session of 

Congress that Joun Q. Apams be requested to 


deliver an oration on the life and character of | 


General La Fayette, before the two Houses of 
Congress; and in pursuance of that resolution and 
sundry other resolutions which have been subse- 

uently adopted, Mr. Apams, on Wednesday, 
ue 31st day of December, 1834, in the Hall of 
the House of Representatives, and in the pres- 
ence of both Houses of Congress, and also in the 
presence of the President of the United States and 
the heads of the respective Departments of the 
General Government, and of a most numerous as- 
sembly of citizens, did deliver an oration, replete 
with those pure and patriotic sentiments which 
will be sacredly cherished by every true and en- 
lightened American: The House of Represent- 
atives was satisfied with the manner in which 
Mr. Adams has performed the duty assigned 
him, and desirous of communicating, ‘* through 
the medium of the press,’’ those principles which 
have been by him so ably discussed, as well as 
their sentiments of respect for the distinguished 
character, and their sentiments of gratitude for 
the devoted services of La Fayette, which have 
been by him on this occasion so faithfully ex- 
pressed, have come to the following resolution: 

Resolved, That copies of the oration be 
printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, moved to fill 
the blank in the resolution with 10,000 copies. 
Mr. PINCKNEY proposed 20,000; Mr. BROWN 





named 50,000; and Mr. MILLER 40,000. 
The question was first put on the largest num- 


ber, hi carried—yeas 80, nays 61. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, suggested that the 
oration ought to be printed on better paper, and 
with more neatness, than the ordinary documents 
which were ordered by the House. He therefore 
moved to amend the resolution, by directing that 
the printing should be executed under the direc- 
tion of the committee appointed by the House, 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was then agreed to. 


PETITIONS PRESENTED. 


Petitions (on leave) were presented by— 

Mr. BOON, of Indiana; 

Mr. GILLET, of New York; 

Mr. BLAIR, of Tennessee; 

Mr. McCOMAS, of Virginia; 

Mr. McKENNAN, of Pennsylvania; 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland; 

Mr. DICKINSON, of Tennessee. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District 
of Columbia be, and they are hereby, authorized 
and instricted to ascertain the amount of fuel that 
= be ne for the immediate relief of the 
suffering poor of Washington, and to place the 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 





| same at the disposal of the Corporation for that | 

| purpose. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be in- 
structed to report to this House the survey and 
estimate of Dr. Hervard, the engineer who sur- 
veyed so much of the Little Rock and Memphis 
road as lies between the St. Francis and Missis- 

| sippi rivers. 


On motion of Mr. LEA, of Tennessee, it was _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
| fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Campbell’s Station, 7 the way of Low’s Ferry 
and Holston river, to Marysville, Blount county, 
Tennessee. 


Mr. BEATY offered the following 
which, under the rule, les on the 
dav: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
quested to report to this House whether the whole 
amount or what part of the $30,000 appropriated 


| 
| 


resolution, 
table one 


| Cumberland river has been applied to that object, 
and whether its application was made under the 
direction of the said Secretary, or the President 
of the United States, and whether the whole 
amount or what part of said $30,000 was directed 
to be laid out upon said river below Nashville; 


out in continuation of the improvement of the 
river above Nashville; if not, the reasons for 
|| withholding it. 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 
| __ The following resolution, heretofore offered by 
Mr. Cutton, was taken up: 





Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the subject, | 


| and report their opinion to this House, of the most 
equal and just mode of applying the revenues of 


| within the respective States of this Union as may 
be necessary for the facilitating of commerce with 
foreign nations and among the several States. 
And that they moreover report their opinign of 


of such improvements as may be proposed within 
the said several States. 

Mr. CHILTON said that he had, in his re- 
marks yesterday, stated that the revenues of the 
country were paid, in the first place, by the im- 
porters, and that they were subsequently paid by 
the American people to the importers. It is by 
no means difficult to understand the operation by 
which the importer is repaid the amount of duty 
which is paid by him into the custom-house. 
| The commission houses, when they sell, add 
not only the amount of duties paid, but a com- 
mission on them. Subsequently, itis not diffi- 
cult to see how the individual pays it. When he 
| goes to the retail store, whether the article he 
buys costs much or little, he pays the amount 
that has been paid to the commission merchant 





ee 





or importer, by the retailer, together with the 
profits ofthe retailer. He said he had endeavored 
| to show that the revenues of the country were 
paid by the people of the Union, and not by any 
|| select portion of it; where the greater proportion 
| is consumed the greater proportion is paid. He 
' had disposed of the questions of fact. He now 
came to that of conventional agreement or consti- 
| tutional law. 
| Mr. C. was here interrupted by a call for the 
orders of the day; which prevailed. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
|| The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
| lowing communications: 
|| A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, ac- 
companied by two hundred and seventy-five 
copies of the Navy Register, for the use of the 
i} members of the House. 
A letter from the Secretary 
|| inclosing a report from the Directors of the Mint, 
pursuant to the acts of June last, in relation to 
foreign coins, &c.; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 


A communication from the War Department, 
' transmitting various documents in relation to the 


| 
i} 


OBE. 


| and if any part of said sum be left, will it be laid || 


the country to such works of public improvement | 


the best and most practicable mode of ascertaining | 
and determining the nationality and importance | 


of the Treasury, | 


* 


| claims of Nimrod Farrow and Nathaniel Har- 
| ris; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


| lowing messages, &c., from the President of the 


United States: ‘ 


| To the House of Representatives: 

In answer to the resolution of the House of 
| Representatives, passed on the 24th ultimo, I 
| transmit a report from the Secretary of State upon 


the subject ANDREW JACKSON. 
THE REPORT. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 
| a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
\the 24th ultimo, requesting the President * to 

*‘ communicate to that House such information as 
| *he may have, and which, in his opinion, may 
‘be proper to be communicated, dit not incom- 
‘patible with the — interest, showing the 
‘steps which have been taken, and the progress 
‘which has been made in effecting an adjust- 


; fea |’ «ment and satisfaction of the claims of American 
at the last session of Congress for the continuation | 


of the improvement of the navigation of the | 


| * citizens upon the Mexican Government,’’ has 

| the honor to report, that, in pursuance of instruc- 
tions from this Department, various representa- 
tions have been made to the Government of the 
United Mexican States, from time to time, by 
the Minister of the United States in that Repub- 

| lic; that, owing to the condition of the country, 
they have hitherto been without success; but 
that, in the Minister’s latest dispatch, duted the 
20th October last, he expresses the opinion, that 
the state of aflairs will be such, after the then 
approaching meeting of the Mexican Congress 
in January, as will enable him to close in a satis- 
factory manner the negotiations now pending. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
OHN FORSYTH. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

| Wasuineton, January 5, 1835. 


] a 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
In answer to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, passed on the 27th ultimo, I trans- 
mitted a report made to me by the Secretary of 
State on the subject; and I have to acquaint the 
House, that the negotiation for the settlement of 
the northeastern boundary being now in prog- 
ress, it would, in my opinion, be incompatible 
with the public interests to lay before the House 
any communications which have been had be- 
tween the two Governments since the period 
alluded to in the resolution. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


Wasnincton, Jenuary 6, 1835. 


REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


| 
| 
| 
| DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
| Wasuincton, 5th January, 1835. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
| the 27th ultimo, requesting the President to lay 
| before the House, if in his opinion it is not in- 
|| compatible with the public interest, any commu- 
| nications which may have been had between the 
|| Government of the United States and that of 
'| Great Britain, since the rejection by the former 
of the advisory opinion of the King of the Neth- 
erlands, in reference to the establishment and final 
| settlement of the northeastern boundary of the 
| United States heretofore in controversy between 
|| the two Governments, and also requesting the 
|| President to communicate any information he 
|| may possess of the exercise of practical jurisdic- 
tion by the authorities of the British province of 
New Brunswick over the disputed territory within 
the limits of the State of Maine, according to the 
true line of boundary as claimed by the United 
States, and especially upon that part of the ter- 
ritory which has been incorporated by the gov- 


| 
i 
| 





| 





| 


} ernment of Maine into the town of Madawaska, 
|| together with such representations and corre- 
|| spondence (if any) as have been had by the Exec- 
'| utive of that State with the Government of the 
|| United States on the subject, has the honor to 
'| report, that the Department has =o information 
} which has not already been laid before the House, 
| of the exercise of practical jurisdiction by the 
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authorities of the British province of New Bruns- 
wick over the disputed territory within the limits 
of the State of Maine, nor any other representa- 
tion or correspondence had by the Executive of 
that State with the Government of the United 
Siates on that sdbject. Representations were 
made to this Department in the latter part of the 
year 1833, by the British Minister at Washing- 
ton, on the part of the authorities of New Bruns- 
wick, complaining of infractions of the under- 
sianding subsisting between the two Governments 
in regard to the disputed territory. These com- 
plaints, however, on being referred to the Gov- 
ernors of Maine and Massachusetts for explana- 
tion, were believed to be without just grounds. 
There was no complaint on the part of Maine, and 
the correspondence which took place on the occa- 
sion, is not supposed to be within the scope of 
the resolution of the House. 

As the negotiation between the United States 
and Great Britain, which was commenced in 
accordance with a resolution of the Senate after 
the rejection of the advisory opinion of the King 
of the Netherlands, for the establishment of the 
northeastern boundary, is now in progress, it is 
submitted to the President whether it would be 
compatible with the public interest to lay before 
the House any communications which have passed 
between the two Governments on the subject. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


PAY OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished special order, being the bill to 
regulate the pay of the officers of the Navy of the 
United States. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. 
Auten, of Virginia, to commit the bill to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and the amendment 
thereto offered by Mr. Mann, of New York, to 
add the words ‘* with instructions to prepare a 
bill to equalize the pay of the officers of the Army 
and Navy,’’ 

Mr. MANN, of New York, rose and said, that 
having, before the House adjourned yesterday, 
moved to amend the motion of the honorable gen- 
tieman from Virginia, by adding instructions to 
the committee to report a bill to equalize the pay | 
of the Army and Navy, he would now endeavor, 
briefly as possible, to submit a few considera- 
tions in favor of the original motion, as he pro- | 
posed to amend the same, and against the passage 
of the bill. We have (said Mr. M.) professed 
to be an economical, republican, plain people. 
It has been said that our Government, in its 
practical operation, conferred a greater degree of 
benefit and protection upon the people than any 
other known among civilized nations. Its theo- 
ry, rejecting all privileged classes, all exclusive | 
legislation in favor of the few at the expense of | 
the many, proceeding upon the principle ‘* that 
all men are created equal,’’ has commanded alike 


the admiration of patriousm and philanthropy. || 


Its practice thus far has mainly conformed to its 
theory. Occasional deviations from the repub- | 
lican track will be found in our history; but he 
(Mr. M.) trusted these would only form excep- 
tions to general rulesand principles, and not rules 
and principles themselves, If atany time, in our 
ood nature, in our generosity, or, if you please, 
liberality, we overstep the bounds of prudence, and 
do violence to that justice which the nation owes 
equally to the most humble as the most exalted, 
we ought soon to expect to meet the corrective at 
the ballot-box. Mr. Speaker (said Mr. M.) the 
presentera will form a bright page in our nauonal 
history, unless, by our own acts, we shall wan- 
tonly cast a shade over it, which will grow darker 
by age, until the remembrance of the present 
shall become unwelcome to the recollections of 
men. By the economy and frugality of our re- 
publican habits, underan honest administration of 
our financial affairs, our national debt, (by some 
maintained to be a national blessing,) which in 


1817 amounted to $123,000,000, has been paid off, || 


and the anomaly in the history of the oppressions 


of the human race is now presented of a great || 


nation out of debt, possessing accruing surplus 


revenues to an extent which may prove dangerous | 


extravagant legislation, creating high salaries, 
sinecures, perquisites, allowances, douceurs, and 
privileges, which will lay the foundation of a new 


national debt, to prove more cruel and enduring | 
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than has ever yet excited the fears of our people? | 


There are those, sir, (said Mr. M.,) in the atmos- 
phere surrounding this Capitol, who will answer, 
‘* Never fear—the laborer is worthy of his hire, 
and his hire is not enough to supply his wants, 
and his necessary luxuries and entertainments— 
his respectability must be supported or the nation 
is disgraced.’’ Put the question (said Mr. M.) to 
our constituents; I do not mean the wealthy and 
luxurious of our large cities and towns; but the 
great plantingand farming interest of the country; 
and if I have not grossly mistaken their opinions, 
their answer will be, ‘True, the laborer is worthy 
of his hire, and let that hire be reasonable, even 


liberal;’? but they will be careful to add a warning | 


against extravagance. 


This bill, sir, (said Mr. | 


M.,) may be considered as a pioneer to a system | 


which the peculiar situation of our financial 
affairs, the generous and better feclings of our 


nature towards our gallant officers, invites and | 
allures us—a system of prodigal expenditures of | 
the public revenues, for the benefit of our favor- | 
ites, to silence their clamors, and pamper their | 
appetites, wholly inconsistent with a just sense | 
of our duties to the country, the purity of its laws | 
| and administration, and destructive to its welfare. | 


We have been reminded of our overflowing 
Treasury, and that republics are ungrateful—we 
hear, spoken in eloquent accents—our national 


greatness, our bravery, our liberality, our justice, | 
; | 
our honor, our debt of gratitude to those who | 


protect and defend us from * perils by sea and by 
land;’’ but, sir, (said Mr. M.,) pardon me for the 
apprehension, that this is the * siren’’ to our 
vanity, which lulls to security, and ‘deceives but 


| to destroy.”’ 


I trust, sir, (said Mr. M.,) that the lessons 
gathered from the history of European oppres- 
sions have not all been yet lost to the people, and 
that there is yet a spiritwhich may be awakened 
to a sense of danger—which will shield us from 


| the evils that have been inflicted upon those na- 


tions, by the adoption of systems of bounties, 


|| pensions, and sinecures, which have turned all 
the property of those kingdoms out of the hands 
| of honest industry, into the laps of luxurious | 
| idleness and vice. 


Mr. Speaker, when this bill was under consid- 


| eration before the Committee of the Whole, I 
| had occasion to say that it was alittle remarkable 


that a proposition to equalize the pay of the Army 
and Navy should so readily have resolved itself 
into an effort simply to increase the pay of the 
Navy;and I desired (said Mr. M.) to be informed 
by what process and for what reasons, the ori- 
ginal object had been abandoned by the commit- 


tee, and their efforts directed only to increase the || the average amount actually received during the 
The chairman of the commit- || 
| tee [Mr. Warmoven] has contented himself by 


answering that it was found impracticable to un- || 


pay of the Navy. 


dertake to reduce the pay of the Army, without 


endangering the success of the principal object of || 
raising the pay of the Nawy. It is true, sir, (said | 
Mr. M.,) th 


at the Army and Navy have already 


| gained so much influence over our legislative 
councils that it is impracticable to restraip their | 


/ and emoluments o 


control? The very proposition is sufficiently || Satine Catena 


alarming, but the admission of it upon this floor 
is astonishing! 


Does the gentleman mean to | 


admit that it is impracticable to reduce the pay | 


the swarms of officers of the | 


Army, because they are unwilling to be reduced, | 
/ and that, therefore, we must abandon that branch | 
of the subject, and comply with the demands of | 


the officers of the Navy, by raising their emolu- | 


ments up to the standard of the Army,? 


Mr. WATMOUGH explained, and said he had | 


made no such admissions or declarations that he 
was aware of, as the gentleman had supposed. 
He must have been misunderstood. 

Mr. MANN continued. He was confident the 
honorable gentleman had made such remarks in 
answer to his (Mr. M.’s) inquiry, although, per- 
haps, the gentleman had forgotten himself, in 
the zeal with which he sodenel this bill. Why, 
sir, (said Mr. M.,) the course of proceedings of 


to its purity and obnoxious to its safety. Are we |, this committee seems to me to amount to such 
(said Mr. M.) about to commence a system of | an admission; otherwise, for what reason, I ask 
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again, did the committee abandon their original 
object of equalizing the pay of the officers of the 
Army and Navy? I am aware, sir, (said Mr, 
M.,) that the six hundred and three officers of 
the Army are a more numerous, if not a more 
dangerous, body than Congress. They com- 
mand six thousand five hundred and ninety-five 
men; that is an average of one officer for about 
ten men; from which it might be inferred, that 
the men are under a sufficient discipline for a 
a establishment. Mr. M. hoped that the 
onorable gentleman had not taken counsel from 
his fears of this array in arriving at his conclu- 
sion, that it was impracticable to legislate as to 
the pay and emoluments of this branch of the 
ubliq service. Will it be denied, sir, (said Mr, 
-») that some remedial legislation, in regard 
to the emoluments of the officers of the Army, 
would be beneficial to our finances, if not to the 
‘* morale ’’ of the Army itself? Let us look into 
this ‘ingratitude of republics.”” The honor- 
_ able gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. ALLEN,] who 
| addressed the House yesterday on this subject, 
was mistaken in what he said in respect to the 
pay of the officers of the Army. He might 
easily be mistaken, sir, (said Mr. M.,) because, 
in looking into the documents generally on this 
subject, although you have a bureau here for 
every division and subdivision of duty, there is 
confusion and uncertainty—I will not say a fraud- 
ulent suppression—in regard to the allowances 
and emoluments of the officers of the Army. 
Sir, (said Mr. M.,) the Blue Book, compiled 
every two years, pursuant to a law of Congress, 
under the direction of the Secretary of State, is 
required by Jaw to ‘* exhibit the amount of com- 
pensation, pay, and emoluments allowed to each 
officer or agent.’’? Now, sir, in regard to the pay 
of the Army, this document only shows the pa 
and allowances to your major general—$200 per 
month and fifteen rations perday. A aell sal 
general, $104 per month and twelve rations; and 
thus through the different grades. Sir, (said 
Mr. M.,) we shall soon learn that this celebrated 
Blue Book does not tell us half the truth. I do 
| not know whose fault it may be; but, sir, in 
| respect to the Army, this book is not entitled to 
the least credit. In document marked B, accom- 
| panying the report of this bill, the pay and emol- 
| uments of a major general are stated to be 
$6,512 64; a brigadier general, $4,422 48. In 
another document, sir, (said Mr. M.,) accompa- 
nying the same report, called statement A, under 
the joint signatures of the Secretaries of the War 
and Navy Departments, I find the following 
statement, which I beg leave to read for the in- 
formation of the House. Mr. M. read: 
The following table exhibits the maximum 
amount of pay and stated allowances which the 
respective grades of the Army can receive, and 


ee 





year 1832: 


Actually re- 
eecived in 
1832. 


Maximum 
amount. 
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| Major General .........! $6, 
Brigadier General......- 
Colonel... sees eeeseeee 


,634 00 
915 00 
014 00 
2,497 50 
2,231 50 
1,569 00 
1,443 00 
1,383 00 


1,383 00 
338 00 





$6 
| 4 
13 
Major. .ccccscccscccces 
Captain... cccsceccceces 
First Lieutenant........ 
Second Lieutenants..... 
Brevet Second Lieuten- 


ANUS. cecccscccccveces 


PERE ociswsec eubeoaded 338 00 | 


Sir, this statement does not agree with the state- 
ment first mentioned in any one item, yet it must 
be taken and deemed as authentic as any other, 
as far as it goes. It does not profess to show all 
the allowances made to the officers of the Army. 
| Under most circumstances, these officers are en- 
titled extra, to double rations, fuel, quarters, sta- 
tionery, transportation, or traveling allowance, 
besides a special extra average per diem allow- 
ance of two dollars on court-martial or special 
duties. I cannot learn, sir, (said Mr. M.,) from 
any documents within my reach, what all this 
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whether, at this tine, any department of the Gov- | 
ernment can inform you what is the exact value 


and amount of the pay and allowances per annum | 0 ; 
|| answered in the negative, (said Mr. M.;) and to 


to the general and staff officers of the Army. The 
practice of brevets, which has obtained exten- 
sively, seems better adapted to the increase of 

ay than to any other object of the service. For 
instance, a brevet brigadier ‘general, stationed at 
Washington, performing the duty of the head of 
the bureau of the engineer corps, may obtain a 
salary under a law giving him $104 per month 
and twelve rations per day, of $4,515. [do not 
take this example from any hostility to the re- 


spectable gentleman who has been so fortunate as 


to secure such snug quarters. 
good engineer; but his engineering is perhaps on 


a scale more expensive to the country than the || 


scale of his salary. 


These details (said Mr. M.) furnish a single |, 


example of how much abuse may be practiced, 
under the guise of the public service, if not the 
public good. They show on the face of them the 
necessity of legislative correction, and ifthe com- 
mittee had adhered to their original purpose, | 
should have entertained some hope of seeing our 
army officers placed on a footing more just to the 
true interests of the country and the other branches 
of the public service. 
not done so, and therefore I am for the motion of 
the honorable gentleman from Virginia, to com- 
mit this bill with instructions * to report a bill to 
equalize the pay of the Army and Navy;”’ and I 
would add a provision to cut off all allowances. 


Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. M.,) I come now to | 
the examination of the dry details of this bill; 


and I mustask the indulgence of the House while 
J submita few considerations against its passage. 
] will attempt to show that its provisions will 
increase the pay and emoluments of the Navy, 
except in the highest grades, much beyond the 
maximum which the. Secretary, or the navy 
board, or even its officers themselves, have as 
yet asked or desired. I willattempt to go further, 
sir, and show by comparisons that the present 
pay and allowances to the American Navy, ex- 
ceptin the highest grades, are now, under our 
laws and regulations, greater than those of any 
other considerable navy in Europe. Some of the 
general provisions of this bill, sir, will also claim 
our attention. The first thing which presents 
itself to our attention is usually an unimportant 


part of a bill—its title, ‘* A bill to regulate the pay | 


of the Navy of the United States.”’ I have been 
yroughtup in the old schools, where I learned to 
call things by their right names. Perhaps | am 
behind the intelligence and ingenuity of the age, 
but L should call this in plain English ‘a bill to 
increase the pay of the Navy.’? When the honor- 
able gentleman adopted his bill, he must have 
heen fluenced by the doctrine that ‘a rose by 
any other name would smell as sweet.’’ But why 
not call it by its true name? Is it to be implied 
that its friends entertain some fears that it has 
rhubarb In its composition? Sir, whatever you 
call it, the bill will still be a bill to increase the 
pay of the Navy, instead of what it should have 


been, ** A bill to equalize the pay of the Army | 


and Navy. 


The first item in it secks to establish a distinc- | 


tion between officers of the same grade by desig- 
nating **a senior captain,’’ or a concealed Admi- 


ral a **commander-in-chief”’ of the Navy. I) 


confess myself a little jealous of ‘titles and dig- 
nities’? under this Government. Perhaps (said 
Mr. M.) it is owing to a defect of education in 
the school to which I 
Why (said Mr. M.) do we propose to do things 
for the Navy under false colors? That branch of 
the service has never given us such examples. 
Their banners have always been boldly hung out, 
inscribed with liberty and truth. 

To this “ senior captain’? we propose by this 
bill to give, when in service, a salary, besides 
some allowances, of $4,500. ‘* When on leave 


of absence or waiting orders, $3,500.’’ In re- 


Spect to **all other captains,’’ the provisions of 
the bill are similar, except in some contingencies 
not likely to occur. 


The ten captains of the Navy of over fifteen 
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I believe he is a || 


Unfortunately, they have | 


have always been attached. | 


receive an average salary of $3,493 72, besides 
some other valuable allowances. 

Is not this enough to satisfy all reasonable de- 
mands upon the gratitude of republics? We are 


| show us simple republicans how far we are behind 
those great and oppressive aristocracies, we are 
| referred to the precedents of the British and 
|| French navies, communicated to us, to my sur- 
| prise, by the Secretary of the Navy—not, | am 
|| confident, for our imitation or adoption. 

| In those navies an admiral (‘‘ senior officer’’) 
| receives from seven thousand five hundred dollars 
| to nine thousand five hundred dollars, which is 
| increased nearly fifty per cent. when they are on 
duty; or, in other words, the princely treasures 
| of those kingdoms, *‘ gathered from the mouths 
of famine,’’ are opened to the rapacity of those 
who hold to the maxim of * taking care of the 
rich, and the rich will take care of the poor.” 
These precedents (said Mr. M.) cannot have been 
| placed upon our records as examples for ouradop- 
tion at the instance of any American citizen, and, 
for myself, Lcannot permit them to influence my 
| judgment or action in respect to any provision of 
this bill. To me they are bad precedents; and 
| the circumstance of their being before us has, in 
no degree, disposed me in favor of the bill which 
uccompanied them. 

It will be legitimate, however, for me to refer 
to them again, for another purpose. Sir, (said 
Mr. M.,) we are told that the pay of the officers of 
the Navy was established by a law passed in 
1799, since which it has not been increased; while 
the pay in other departments of the public ser- 
vice has been enlarged; and this is urged as a rea- 
| son why we ought now to show our liberality 
with the public treasure, and increase the pay of 


our public servants immediately about the Cap- 
|, itol are much in the habit of applying to the le- 
|| gislative power to give! give! and that, in the 


terests of those multitudes of our tellow-citizens | 


far removed from the scene of our action, but 
whose interests deserve the most of our care. It 
should not be forgotten (said Mr. M.) that in 
/ 1799 an Administration existed, under the 
elder Adams, in this country, that, whatever 
other objections arose against it, it was not 
guilty of being in favor of low salaries. The 
pay of the captains of the Navy was raised 
| at. that critical period in our history and in 
our finances, from $75 to $100 per month; and 
it is under that law now, by which these cap- 
tains, through allowances and perquisites, obtain 
the average before stated of $3,493 per annum; 


| organize the Navy board, and establishing their 
| pay at $3,500, besides some contingencies. 

Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. M.,) I do not perceive 
the force of the reasoning, that because you have 
| raised the pay in one branch of the service, you 
must therefore raise another, or the whole. If 
admitted, it would lead to raising the pay under 
this Government, already, in my judgment, too 
high in every department, to a degree which 
¢ The 
officers of the Navy, sir, (said Mr. M.,) in addi- 
tion to pay and emoluments, in time of war are 
entitled to prize money, which is usually the 
lion’s part. 





\| would exalt the agent above the principal. 





our prize laws, between the gallant officers and 
crews of the vessels so fortunate in capturing the 
enemy. When we reflect, again, that these offi- 
cers are not called into foreign sea-service more 


country will be satisfied that there is no necessity 


seven captains of the Navy are concerned. 





‘to regulate,’’ raises the pa 


commandant, or, in the more dignified language, 


of the masters 


They are to receive $2,500 on sea service; on 
other duty, $2,000. Waiting orders, (that is, 


engaged to do nothing,) $1,800. There are at 


| ing the appellative ‘* chief”’ off for the present.) 


years’ standing, ‘*when at sea,’’ and when at || present forty-one of these officers in the service. 
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paraphernalia of allowances costs the country, or || shore stations, and as navy commissioners, now | 
what is its value to the officers, and it is doubtful | 


| the Navy. [am aware, sir, (said Mr. M..,) that || 


better sympathies of our nature, we are too apt | 
to yield to such importunities, forgetting the in- i] 


| except that, in 1815, Congress passed a law to | 


This item, during the late war, | 
amounted to $1,140,594, divided, according to 


than about one year in flve, I am confident the | 
for passing this bill; so far, at least, as the thirty- | 


Mr. Speaker, the next item of this oe 


to the title of this item, ‘*‘ commanders,”’ (leav- 
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They are mostly its active and efficient officers. 
Their rank has not been abore actual service; and 
I am frank to admit, that some of them have not 
heretofore obtained as much pay as their services 
may have merited when compared with other 
grades inthe Navy. There seems to be an ex- 
traordinary discrepancy in their pay and allow- 
ances at present, which I cannot well account 
for. For instance, those nine who are in actual 
| sea service receive $1,356 25 each; while the nine 
commanding navy-yards, receiving, or recruiting 
stations obtain $2,010 75 each. On the whole, 
sir, if their pay and emoluments were properly 
distributed, it would seem to me, that better 
justice would be done, and this class of officers 
more equally rewarded, if not better satisfied. 
Sir, (said Mr. M.,) 1 could go through the de- 
tails of this bill, in every grade of the service, 
increasing the pay as it does, in every instance, 
to a degree not heretofore contemplated by even 
the officers themselves. The committee who re- 
ported it, has made two reports on the subject, 
each differing in principle from the other, and 
broughtin three diferent bills for the same object, 
| each varying widely from its immediate prede- 
cessor, and then the chairman before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, accepts, virtually, a new 
bill, differing essentially from all the other prop- 
ositions, and this is amended, until you find it, 
a deformity upon your table. After this exhibi- 
| tion, what confidence, sir, ought the House to 
| repose in the doings of the committee? Why, 
sir, the honorable gentleman ought to suspect his 
own judgment, and distrust himself for having 
lent his ears too willingly, to those whose inter- 
ests had got the better of their judgments, He 
hasinformed us that he diligently sought the most 
extensive information on this subject—but, sir, 
(said Mr. M.,) although I will not question the 
gentleman’s diligence, yet I am compelled to 
doubt his success in the pursuit, and oppose the 
use he proposes to make of his attainments. 
There are, however, several documents appended 
to his reports, from which I have compiled three 
| brief statements, to prove to you the two propo- 
sitions that this bill will increase the pay of the 
Navy far beyond the maximum which the Secre- 
| tary and the Navy board, acting in behalf of the 
interest committed to their direction, have asked 
| or desired; and secondly, that the present pay of 
the Navy is, in all the grades except the higher, 
greater than in any other considerable navy in 
Europe. For thislast purpose, I have used part 
of the precedents furnished to us of the pay in 
the British and French Navies. Let me remark 
further, that the document furnished by the joint 
deliberations of the Secretaries of War and Navy, 
was drawn up in obedience to aresolution of the 
Senate of 3d March, 1833, requesting the Presi- 
dent to ** cause to be prepared and laid before the 
‘ Senate, at the commencement of its session, a 
‘ plan for equalizing the pay of the officers in the 
|‘ Army and Navy, and providing for a fixed com- 
|| «pensation for their services, in lieu of present 
‘allowances.’’ After the Secretaries had prepared 
this document or plan, they submitted it to the 
Navy board for their consideration; and they 
proposed some modifications, by increasing some 
| grades and diminishing others, in a slight and 
| unimportant degree. Thus, sir, this plan of in- 
crease in the pay of the Navy has the sanction 
of the two Secretaries, the Navy board, as the 
official representatives of the Navy, and of the 
President of the United States. It is therefore 
entitled to at least as much consideration as the 
| opinion of the honoeable gentleman, who has 
given us his three different opinions in the shape 
of bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I have taken pains to compare 
the provisions of this bill with oy ee thus pro- 
posed under the official sanction, of the high offi- 
cers charged with this duty, and the pay provided 
by the bill exceeds that proposed in the plan, in 
every single instance except one or two of the 
highest grades. 

The brief statements which I present as exam- 
| ples, exhibit the present pay of the Navy as far 
as the same rea in the documents, the pay 

proposed by the Secretaries and Navy board, the 

increased pay provided in this bill, and the com- 

parative pay in the British and French aavies. 
Here Mr. M. read many of the details in the 
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documents, and compared them with the pro- 
visions of the bill. 
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rovided in 


Sec’y Navy and 


Navy Board. 


the 


pay. 


| 
| 


Present average | 
Pay proposed by 


Pay 


| Dolls. | Dolls. | Dolls. 
1. Seniorcaptain at sea, 3,493 72 | 5,500 | 4,500 
Ditto. on leave of ab-| 

sence, &c .-| 1,940 00 | 3,000 | 3,500 
(2. Other capt’s comd’g 

squadrons oracting as| 

navy commissioners, 3,500 00 
|3. Other capt’s comd’g} 
| atseaand navy-yards, 3,466 00 | 3,500 | 4,000 

On leave or waiting or-| 
| > eee | 2,300 | 3,000 
4. Masierscom’t at sea,} 1,356 2,000 | 2,500 
| Ditto. on other duty...| 2,010 56 | 1,600 | 2,000 
| Ditto. on leave or wait- 

ing order8......+. ott Behte 
15. Lieuts. incommand,} 1,296 
|\On other duty ........; 1,292 
|On leave or waiting or- 

GRic ct siccccignenes| OGD ¢ 
(6. Midshipmen at sea..| 319 
|7. Chaplains at sea....| 662 

8. Schoolmaster...... 


—— . 


4,200 | 4,500 


1,400 | 1,800 
1,500 | 1,800 


800 | 1,200 
350} 400 
1,000 | 1,200 
600 | 1,200 
Frencun Navy—Pay of Flag Officers. 
BERN: sccsineneeepiokes ee 
ae Is no bk sp 00400 2 ane nneee, BD 
Oe BBORIEELs 6 a5 000,0090<0000000000. Rip OD 
Captain ship of the line, first class.... 1,125 00 


Captain ship of the line, second class.. 1,012 00 |) 


Captain frigate.....cccecccscccssoeee 787 50 | 
Allowances. —Tinese vary at yards and at sea, | 


of these classes of officers. 
Lieutenant of a ship of the line.........$450 00 | 
Lieutenant of a frigate ........0ee000.- 337 50 | 
Surgeon of the eleventh class........... 562 00 | 
Midshipmen of the first class.....+.... 150 00 | 
Allowances to the under officers much less than | 
in American Navy. 
Note.—The 


vay of the superior grades is in- 


| should wish to know whether any of these doc- 


.$7,500 00 | 


amounting, in some cases, to as much as the pay || 
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' uments are to be relied on, or whether the gen- 


tleman will also stultify the residue? If these 
documents are in any degree worthy of credit, 


then have I proved to you the two propositions 


| had the su 


| pay of the 


/ exceed those in Europe. 


which I have before made; and now, sir, let me 
ask this House if it is prudent for us, in the dis- 


| creet discharge of our duties, to pass this bill, 
| thus increasing the pay to a greater extent than 


has been ae by those officers who have 
ject under their careful revision? I 
might here pause, and ask whether the present 
Navy is not now sufficiently large? 


Shall we outstrip in our career the vices and 
oppressions of European aristocracies? But, Mr. 
| Speaker, I have not yet spoken of the allowances 


I have a little book, 


| compiled in 1832, by that most indefatigable and 


| known generally to the public. 


| now made to our officers, which will be found to 
| 
| 


creased nearly fifty per cent. when at sea, || 


jnitisH Navy. 

Rear Admiral or Commodore of the first 

COR cw avisccsdeisesesteicsssoeer OD | 
Captain of a fleet........seeeeeeeeees 4,861 80 
Captain first rate ..... 06s. eeeeeeeeeee 3,042 08 
Commander first rate .........eee00++ 3,542 08 
First Lieutenant, seven years’ standing 

UGE. SicteGdddwaseestsetccsses SOS 
All other Lieutenants..............- 531 02 
Master ieeas 752 38 
Chaplain .....cccocses ‘ 708 03 
GONG sssdwescateewes bobeenechise RGD 
Assistant surgeons ......ee0e: 531 02 
REPENOINEOR,. on véscdcecosuves 138 52 


Note.—Other grades conform to these rates, 
and this is the pay in first rate vessels, which is 
generally diminished through all the other six 
classes of vessels belonging to the British navy. 

After Mr. M. had referred to the details of the 
pay in the British and French navies, and was 
proceeding to show that in all the grades below 
admiral, it was far lower than the present pay in 
the American Navy, . 

Mr. WATMOUGH explained, and said ghose 
precedents were incorrect, and that the gendeman 
was mistaken, because that pay was increased 
when in service fifty per cent., and that those 
officers obtained large allowances besides. 

Mr. MANN continued, and said that he was 
aware that the higher grades in the French service, 
when at sea, had such increase, but none of the 
lower grades. The honorable gentleman has told 
us nothing new. Suppose I was mistaken fifty 
per cent., it will be easy to add that to the pay 
of those navies, and then you will not equal 
the pay of the lower grades in our Navy. The 
honorable gentleman appends documents to his | 


reports for our consideration, and then says they || 


are incorrect and cannot be relied upon. Sir, I ' 


| 


\*by the Navy Department: 
| * houses (giving items) six hundred and sixty- 


|| valuable officer, the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury, 
|| while he was at the head of the Navy Department, 
|| which contains many things on this subject, not 


The honorable 
chairman has not thought it advisable to make 


| this book a part of the documents to his report. 
I will beg leave to read a few paragraphs: 


**Allowance on bills drawn by commander of 
‘ ships or ere. This was two and a half 
‘per cent., but ceased after the 10th November, 
* 1826.’’ I am informed that it is now established 
at one per cent., but L will not vouch for the 
truth of this. If it be true, sir, the allowance 
of one percent. on the expenses of a three year’s 


| cruise will sustain the dignity of a captain suf- 


ficiently for a republic. 


** Allowance for cabin furniture. Commanders 


| fof vessels in commission will be allowed as fol- 


‘lows in lieu of cabin furniture: 

‘*Commodore of a squadron thirty dollars per 
‘ month; captain of line-of-battle-ship twenty-five 
‘dollars per month; captain of a frigate twenty 
‘dollars per month; master commandant in com- 
‘mand fifteen dollars per month; lieutenant com- 
‘ manding ten dollars per month. 

‘*The following articles are deemed fixtures, | 
‘and will be provided by the Government, viz: 
‘sofas, sideboards, secretaries, book cases, cur- 
‘ tains, carpets, wash-stands, basins, covers, and 
‘hanging lamp for cabin. 

**Allowance for chamber money. Two dollars 


.* per week to officers stationed where there are 


‘no quarters. 
‘**Allowance for detention on special duty. Ten 


| ‘dollars per day to judges-advocate who do not 


‘belong to the Navy; three dollars per day to 
* captains and masters commandant; two dollars | 
‘per day to surgeons, lieutenants, and citizens | 
‘generally; one dollar and a half per day to all | 
‘ others. 
‘The following articies of furniture are allowed | 
Commandants’ | 


| * six dollars, and oil cloths for passage and parlor, | 
| ‘not to exceed two dollars per yard; masters com- | 


| *mandant's houses (giving items) three hundred | 


‘and nineteen dollars, besides like oil cloths; | 


| * houses of lieutenants, sailing masters, surgeons, 
‘and pursers at yards (giving items) one han- 
‘dred and seventy-eight dollars, besides like car- || 


‘ 99 
pets. : 
These, sir, are not yet all the allowances made, | 
but I fear [ go too far into detail. I will mention 
fuel, candles, and stationery, travel or transpor- 


| tation, (including constructive journeys,) which 


amount to an annual sum to each officer greater 
than the people, or perhaps the Government are 
now aware of. 


Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. M_,) looking atall this | 


_ array of salaries, allowances in kind or in money, | 


1 am constrained to call it ‘‘an abuse,’’ for I will | 
not use a harsher term. It needs no comment, | 
and I forbear. Let us turn our attention, fora | 
few moments, to some of the general provisions 
of this bill, which appear to me objectionable. 


_ By one of these provisions surgeons, ordered as 


fleet surgeons, are to have their pay increased 
one half, and ‘* when appointed to perform the | 
duties of surgeon general, his pay shall be in- 
creased three fourths.’’ Now, sir, (said Mr. 
M.,) I should like to be informed why it is that 
we undertake to do things for the Navy indi- 
rectly, which we do not like to do directly and | 
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openly? Is it necessary that there should be 
concealment in any of our objects? Why not 
(said Mr. M.) provide openly, under large cap- 
itals, there shall-be appointed a new officer in the 
Navy, (as you have in the Army,) to be called a 
surgeon general, with a salary and allowances 
of $3,000? If such an officer is necessary to the 
service, let it be understood, and the reasons 
shown for it; and is there any doubt that it 
would be favorably considered, if those reasons 
were sufficient? If you pass this bill, (said Mr, 
M..,) you will have such an officer added to the 
long list now in commission, and he will have a 
salary of E~. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, are we about to lay the 
foundation of a naval school in the establishment 
of this ‘* professor of mathematics ?’’ If so, let it 
be avowed, and let us understand, vpenly and dis- 
tinctly, the purpose. The honorable gentleman 
{Mr. Warmoveu] has reported in favor of such 
an establishment. I perceive, by that report, that 
we have now some schoolmasters attached to the 
service. At Boston there is one teacher stationed 
upon a salary of $981 75, besides allowances, and 
he must be a gentleman of considerable import- 
ance, not addicted to labor in his vocation, for 
he has not (do not be surprised) six pupils ! At 
New York there are two * professors,’’ and one 
has $981 75, and the other $662 50, with allow- 
ances, and they both have fifteen pupils! At 
Norfolk, one ‘** professor,’’ and thirty-one pupils! 
These, sir, must be rare foundations for naval 
schools! But I will not now discuss whether we 
ought to teach our young men how to live at the 
public expense; yet, sir, this ‘‘ professorship of 
mathematics’’ in the Navy may prove a germ, 
on which we may ingraft an establishment to 
educate favorites, in exclusion to the community 
generally, under the disguise of preparing them 
for the public service, which will correspond with 
that at West Point, under the surveilance of the 
officers of the Army. Before we adopt this ** pro- 
fessor,’’ I should like to be informed how many 
assistant professors will be necessary to enable 
him to perform his duty. I perceive that the 
‘* professor of mathematics’’ at West Point has 
four ‘‘ assistant professors,’’ and if the naval pro- 
fessors should require a like number, we might 
as well, perhaps, establish a corps of professors 
under the command of a bureau, with a salary of 
at least $4,515! This naval ‘* professor,’’ I am 
given to understand, has heretofore had a calling, 
copied from the English, a ‘* schoolmaster;”’ but 
we are now told that this appellation does not 
now correspond with his ‘‘dignity,’’ he being 
an officer of ‘*the Government of the United 
States !’’ and jealous of his rank and title. Now, 
sir, (said Mr. M.,) I have yet to learn that the 
calling or occupation of a ‘*schoolmaster”’ is 
either derogatory or degrading. If it beso, then, 
sir, | am obliged to confess that I have borne this 
degradation in common with many other gentle- 
men on this floor. If,sir, we shall leave this ‘* pro- 
fessor,’’ with his humble calling of a ‘* school- 
master,’’ without ‘* gown and wig,’’ I am inclined 
to believe he will render youas much and as good 
service as he will if you confer high-sounding 
titles, which imply that he performs his duties 
by deputy. 

There is another provision (said Mr. M.) 
which should not escape notice. It contains the 
principles, and has the modern objects of ** brevet 
rank,’’ which has obtained in the Army. It 

rovides, that officers performing duties of a 

igher grade shall be entitled to the pay and 
emoluments of such grade. If the House are 
prepared to sanction the principle and practice of 
‘** brevets ’’ in the organization of the Navy, itis 
probable we shall hear less complaint as to the 
difficulties and delays of promotion. Officers who 
have heretofore been contented in the perform- 
ance of the duties assigned to their grade, will 
soon, like many of your officers of the Army, 
have two or three ‘* brevets;’’ and in the end the 
coxswain may “‘ pace the deck, and play the 
commodore.’* No provision could well be de- 
vised which would’ prove more mischievous te 
the discipline of the Navy, or destructive to its 
best interests. Again, sir, I had occasion to re- 
mark the other day, that the second section, pro- 
viding to set apart three per cent. of the pay of 
the officers to ‘‘ constitute a fund for the relief of 
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virtually an annual appropriation out of the > 
Treasury to grant annuities or pensions to those 

ersons who have not heretofore come within 
the pension policy of this a: The honor- 
able gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mason} said 
in reply, that | was wistaken in supposing it to 
be an appropriation out of the Treasury; 1t was 
out of the pay of the officers; and he undertook | 
to cmabtioh Cis position. Why, Mr. Se 
who can fail to perceive, that if you establish a | 
rate of pay for your officers, from which you | 
deduct annually three per cent., you must make | 
that pay three per cent. higher than you would 
otherwise deem necessary? But, sir, (said Mr. | 
M.,) 1 cannot add to what was said on this 
point, and so well said eneets by the honor- 
able gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Atten.] Mr. 
Speaker, my two honorable colleagues, [ Messrs. 
Warp and Vanperpoe.,]} for whom I entertain | 
feelings of habitual respect, have delivered to us 
some warm-hearted eulogiums upon the charac- | 
ter and services of our Navy and its officers. In | 
all they have said in that respect, I most fully 
and sincerely concur; but, perhaps unfortunately, | 
I have been obliged to consider the question | 
before us as one of entirely different character, 
wholly disconnected with those brilliant achieve- 
ments which have won so much favor, and com- 
manded so much eloquent admiration. 

Sir, (said Mr. M.,) there are at present one 
thousand and seven officers attached to the Navy. | 
Their present aggregate pay is $738,425 25. if 

ou pass this bill, sir, their aggregate pay will 
be $973,593 34, making an increase of $235,168 09. 


| 


This statement may not be entirely accurate, || 


although it is derived from the most correct offi- 
cial sources. The pay of these officers, sir, at 
present, is a sum sufficient to support the civil 


administration of any three of the largest State || 


governments in this Union, and the increased pay | 
provided in this bill is a sufficient sum to support | 
the government of either one of them. We are | 
then to decide, sir, not whether the Navy has 

acquired glory in deadly conflict, but whether we 

will enlarge the permanent expenditures of this 

Government, sees complained of in every | 
quarter of the Union,) by so large a sum annually, | 
to be gathered from the fruits of honest labor, tn | 
order to increase the salaries of the officers, not | 
so much for those who were connected with the 
glories of which my colleagues speak, (for many 
of them have long since made their beds in the | 
‘** vasty deep,’’) but those who are to succeed, 
and who are now pressing from every quarter of 
the country to gain admission into the service. 


My friends alluded to the pay of the higher | 


grades in the British and French navies, and I 
fear those precedents, in the unguarded moments | 
of their warm-hearted zeal towards the brave, 
may for once have caused them to forget the in- | 
terests of those whose utmost toil, in the heat and 
burden of the day, secures for them but a limited 
rotection against the chills of the winters of their | 
ives. | 
Finally, Mr. Speaker, (continued Mr. M.,) | 
we need have little apprehension that those who 
work for the United States will work for nothing; 
neither need we have our repose disturbed for 
fear they will not get enough. Let us remem- 
ber that this Government derives all its reve- 
nues, as well as all its powers, from the people; 
that it cannot act at all except by agents, whose 
self-interest (an all-pervading spring of human 
action) is always against the principle quickened . 
by cupidity and sharpened by avarice; and, for 
one, | conclude there is no danger on their side of 
the question. Sir, (said Mr. M.,) let me add that 
I have always been friendly to the Navy—I have 
appreciated its utility, equally with its gallantry. 
I would provide liberally to sustain its real and 
true interests, its dignity and reputation abroad, 
by suitable and general laws. But do not, sir, | 
I beseech, charge the country with so large a 
permanent expenditure to raise our salaries and 
increase our luxuries, lest, through consequent 
effeminacy, we too soon realize the evils which 
Spain found in the mines of the New World. 
Mr. POP Esaid that he had heretofore abstained 
from any interference in the progress of the bill 
before the House. He had, however, listened 
attentively to the various propositions of gentle- 
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} found to exist. 
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men, and the remarks which had been made on 
the subject. He was satisfied that the present 
compensation to those engaged in the naval ser- 
vice was too low. He was not to be deterred by 
anything which might be urged, from doing en- 


viduals who encountered the perils of the ocean, 
in sustaining and defending the flag and the honor 
| of the.nation. He believed that the bill was not 
| altogether just in its details; but he would prefer 
| taking it with its imperfections, than that no act 
| on the subject should be passed. 
rather give too much than too little to those en- 
gaged in the naval service of the country. While 
he entertained these views, he was apprehensive 
that the bill, in its present shape, would not re- 
ceive the assent of the House; and he appealed 
| to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. ALLEN] to 
| withdraw his motion to commit, for the purpose 
| of giving him (Mr. P.) an opportunity to sub- 
| mit a proposition, which he indicated, to amend 
| the bill, and which he considered necessary to | 
| insure its passage. 
| Mr. WISE hoped his colleague would with- 
draw his motion to commit the bill, and enable | 


| 





| 


| its friends to remedy its defects, if any should be 


Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, said that inasmuch | 
as his motion had been superseded, or varied by 
the instructions which had been proposed by the | 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Many,] he had | 

| no objections to withdraw it. 


| The motion being withdrawn, Mr. POPE pro- 
|| posed to amend the bill by striking from the 


| following clause, the words printed in italics: 
‘*To captains, when commanding squadrons 
on coast stations, and when acting as Navy com- 
missioners, four thousand five hundred dollars.’’ 
Mr. PARKER suggested that the words “* coast 
stations,’’ be also stricken out. 
Mr. POPE assented to the suggestion as a 
modification of his motion. 
Mr. P. further moved to amend the bill by 


striking out $3,700 as the compensation to cap- | 
than specially || 


tains **when on other duty” 
stated, and inserting $3,000. 

Also, to strike from the bill all that part rela- 
ting to extra allowances, and to raising a fund by 
deducting three per cent. from the pay of the 
commission and warrant officers, for the relief of 
the relations, &c., of deceased officers. 


which had occupied so much of the time of the 
| House, should be disposed of. If gentlemen 
would be satisfied with the amendments proposed 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, he would not 
oppose them, and was willing that they should 
| be adopted. 

| Mr. JARVIS remarked that the portions of the 
| bill which it was proposed to change, having been 
| amended in the Committee of the Whole, and the 


| House having concurred in the amendments thus 
| proposed by the committee, he did not think that | 


the House could now, without a commitment, 
entertain the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

After some conversation between Mr. MASON, 
of Virginia, and the CHAIR (temporarily filled 
by Mr. Hussarp) on the pointof order raised by 
Mr. Jarvis, 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, moved to commit the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, with instructions to strike out all 


after the enacting clause, and insert in lieuthereof | 


several sections, (which he sent to the Clerk’s 
table,) proposing to establish the ranks of admi- 
ral, vice aaoules , and rear admiral, in the naval 
service, and fixing various grades of compensa- 
tion to the individuals employed in the same. 

Mr. JONES moved that this amendment be 
printed. 

Mr. GILLET hoped that the gentleman would 


include in his motion to print the bill before the | 


House, together with all amendments which had 
been adopted. It was almost impossible to 
ascertain the precise shape which it had as- 
sumed. 

Mr. JONES accepted the modification. The 
motion to print being put, there appeared—yeas 
66, nays 63. A quorum not voting, 

The House adjourned. 


i 

} 

| 

| 

tire justice to, and paying adequately those indi- 
' 

| 

‘ 


He would || 


Mr. WATMOUGH was anxious that this bill, | 
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IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 7, 1835. 
Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. LINN and BIBB. 
Mr. TYLER presented a petition from citizens 
of Georgetown, praying relief from Congress 


| from the pecuniary embarrassments in which that 
| citv is involved; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BLACK, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Eliz- 
abeth Magruder, without amendment. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reportad a bill for the relief 
of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Tyler, was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading: 

A bill for the relief of James Young; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Awkward; 

A bill for the relief of Bailey E. Clark; and 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of State to 


| issue letters patent to James Jones. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PORTER, on leave given, introduced a 
bill supplementary to the act to authorize the 
people of Louisiana to enter certain back lands; 
which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. WAGGAMAN, pursuant to notice, and 
on leave given, introduced the following bills; 
which were severally read twice and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Wyat Singleton and 
James Andrews; 

A bill for the relief of James L. Stokes, and 
for other purposes; 





A bill for the relief of Abraham Wrinkle; 

A bill for the relief of William L. Cockerel; and 

A bill for the relief of Paul Paisset. 

Mr. LINN, on leave given, introduced a bill 
for the relief of Bartholomew Butcher and others, 
heirs of Peter Bloom; which was read twice and 
referred. 


BILL PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of J. W. Gleason and 
others, was read the third time and passed. 

MR. ADAMS’S ORATION ON LA FAYETTE. 

Mr. CLAY submitted the proceedings of the 
joint committee appointed in consequence of the 
death of General La Fayette, together with the 
correspondence between the chairman of the 
committee and Mr. Joun Q. Avams on the sub- 
ject of the oration delivered by that gentleman 
upon the life and character of La Fayette, by 
which it appeared that Mr. Apams assented to 
the request to furnish a copy of the oration for 
publication. 

Mr. C. said, if he was guided by the opinion 
| which he had formed of the oration, or of its éx- 
| traordinary merit, he could scarcely name any 
| number of copies to be printed which would be 
| too great. The House, however, had ordered 
| fifty thousand copies, and therefore not so many 
| would be necessary to be ordered by the Senate. 
| A number proportioned to that would be ten 
| thousand, which he thought sufficient. He there- 
| fore moved that ten thousand copies of the ora- 
tion be ordered to be printed; which was agreed 
to. 


| 
| IMPROVEMENT OF THE WABASH. 
The bill making an appropriation to improve 
| the navigation of the river Wabash came up on 
| its third reading. 

Mr. CLAY said he desired to make some 
observations upon that part of the President’s 


|| message out of which this bill had grown. 


He would vote with pleasure for the bill, and 
| he hoped it would pass the Senate, and meet with 
\| a kinder fate in the House than it experienced 
|| last session. The President in his message had 
'| stated a principle in, relation to the power of 
|| Congress over internal improvements which was 
‘| so novel and so extraordinary in its character 
| that he thought it ought not to pass without some 
|| observation. What was that principle? It was 
‘| this. That the limit given by the Constitution to 


fer Peale Spc — 


oom 


102 "THE CONG 


_—- 


the power of Congress over internal improve- | 
ments was that limit which was furnished by | 


tide water, and that such improvement could not 
be authorized by Congress which should extend 
beyond a port of entry, and they were generally 
confined to tide water. By this construction of 
the Constitution, the exercise of the power did 
not depend upon the grants in that instrument, 
but altogether on collateral circumstances. If 
this interpretation were correct, the Constitution 
did not depend upon its own provisions to govern, 
but entirely upon the discretion of Congress; and 
he also complained of the effect of such an inter- 
pretation. hat was it? It was to repudiate, 


and entirely to cut off from the benefits of internal | 


improvements made under the authority of the 
General Government, the whole interior of the 
country which lay above tide water. Whatever 
might be the fate of this construction, it was im- 
possible that the country should be contented 
with this limited extent of power. He had risen 
on this occasion solely for the purpose of enter- 
ing his protest against such an interpretation of 
the power of Congress over internal improve- 
ments, as was held by the President in his mes- 
sage, 

The question being on the final passage of the 
bill, 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and are as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, Clayton, Ew- | 


ing, Frelinghuysen, Hendrioks, Kane, Kent, 
Knight, Linn, McKean, Naudain, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, and Webster— 
aes 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Drown, Buch- 
anan, Calhoun, Grundy, Hill, King of Ala- 
bama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, 
Morris, Preston, Shepley, ‘Tallmadge, Tyler, and 
W hite—18. 

So the question was determined in the aflirm- 
ative, 

RIGHT OF WAY—BOYD REILLY. 

The joint resolution giving the right of way to 
the Winchester and Potomac Railroad Company 
through the public lands of the United States at 
Harper’s Ferry; and 

The bill authorizing the purchase of Boyd 
Reilly’s patent apparatus for applying the irres- 
pirable gases to the human body, to be used in 
the Army and Navy of the United States, were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF OHIO. 


The bill to settle and establish the northern 
boundary line of the State of Ohio, having been 
taken up on the third reading, 

Mr. SHEPLEY said, he believed that, with 
regard to this bill, many gentlemen were acting 
under erroneous impressions. ‘That, in order to 
give the Delegate from Michigan an opportunity 
of laying before the Senate certain statements and 
facts relating to this subject,he would move the 
suspension of the nineteenth rule of the Senate, 
which forbids the admission, upon the floor of 
this House, of any person interested in any dis- 
cussion of the Senate. He moved the suspen- 
sion of this rule, in order to have an opportunity 
of making another motion to admit the Delegate 
from Michigan to be heard by the Senate on this 
important subject. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, that to dispense 
with a rule of the Senate, required unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said thatthe rules of 
the Senate had been then most flagrantly violated. 
For it had been otherwise decided during the last 
session,when he contended that it required unan- 
imous consent, 

Mr. POINDEXTER said, he was disposed to 
extend as rauch indulgence as possible to the 
Delegate from Michigan. That the bill was one 
of great importance to his constituents, and he 
would move, therefore, that the bill be laid on 
the table, in order to give the Delegate time to 
lay his views before the Senate in writing or 
otherwise. r 

Mr. EWING did not object to hear the Dele- 
gate, but did strongly object to laying the bill on 
the table. He was opposed to any delay. The 


subject had been before the Senate for two years 
already. ‘The Delegate had enjoyed the aid of 
an able executive officer in collecting facts on the 
point in dispute. That it rested more on state- 
ments than facts. He would not oppose rescind- 
ing the rule of the Senate. He wished to hear 
the arguments of the Delegate, but he was op- 
posed to all delay. He wished the bill sent to 
the other House in season to be fully discussed 
this session. 

Mr. SHEPLEY replied, that he was informed 
that maps were preparing in New York which 
would show the position of the original line, amd 
he hoped the motion of the gentleman (Mr. 
Porwpexter]} would prevail, and in a few days 
the maps might be here; that if the bill should 


| pass the Senate by the middle of the month, 


there would still remain forty-five days for its 
passing through the other House. 

Mr. CLAYTON explained the subject with 
respect to maps. . 

After some further discussion by Messrs. 
SHEPLEY, EWING, LEIGH, and BIBB, the 
question was put on Mr. Suepier’s motion; 
and, on a division, was lost. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed, 
the title having been first amended to read, ‘* An 
act to settle and establish the northern boundary 
line of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois.” 


VACANCIES IN COMMITTEES. 
Mr. CLAY said, that in consequence of the 


resignation of Mr. Sprague, there was a vacancy 
in the Committee of Foreign Relations, and he | 


moved that the Senate proceed to fill the vacancy; 


| which was agreed to; when, on balloting for a 
' member, Mr. Porrer was elected. 


Mr. SiLSBEE remarked that, by the same 
occurrence there was a vacancy in the Committee 
on Commerce. He moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to fill the same; which was agreed to, when 
Mr. ‘Tomuinson was. chosen. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate a report from the board of commissioners 

appointed under the act for the adjustment of 

land claims in Missouri; which, on motion of 

Mr. Poinpexrer, was ordered to be printed, and 

referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
NAVY CONTRACTS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated 
a report from the Navy Department, made in 
obeuvience to the act of March, 1809, showing the 
amount of contracts of that Department for the 
last year, 

FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 

The bill making compensation for French spo- 
liations committed prior to 1800 being announced 
as the special order, 

Mr. TALLMADGE rose and expressed a hope 
that the bill might not be further pressed to-day. 
His colleague [Mr Wricut] was desirous of 
expressing his views upon the subject, but he 
was now diligently employed examining into it. 
Having heard yesterday that the debate was 
drawing to a close, he was prepared himself, 
and would be ready by to-morrow to deliver his 
sentiments. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he was not authorized 
to put off the bill any longer, but felt himself 
bound to hold to more urgency on the subject 
than he had done. If the honorable member from 
New York could not address the Senate to-day, 
he hoped some other gentleman who intended to 
speak, if any designed doing so, would embrace 
this opportunity. 

Mr. TALLMADGE here made some remarks, 
directed towards Mr. WesstTer, which were not 
heard, and concluded by moving a postponement 
of the special order till to-morrow. 

Mr. WEBSTER expressed himself anxious to 
have the question taken and the debate finished. 
If the gentleman from New York (Mr. Wrtcnt] 
would be likely to be the last to speak upon the 
bill, he had no objection to the postponement. 

Mr. POINDEXTER remarked that there 
would probably be no amendment offered to the 
bill; and if not, he would suggest that it be al- 
lowed now to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER had no objection. 





Mr. TALLMADGE thought there would prob- 
o be some objection to the details of the bill, 
, and he was opposed to it being ordered to be en- 
| grossed now, as that course would cut off all 
| amendments, when it came up on its final pas- 
| sage. 
Mr. BIBB was unwilling at this time that the 
| bill should be ordered to be engrossed. He had 
thought the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
| Wricut] would have given his sentiments to-day, 
which would have allowed him (Mr. B.) a further 
opportunity of examining the documents. 

ir. WEBSTER said that the question in- 
| volved was a judicial one, strictly speaking, and 
one which required close and strict attention. 
He would be very glad to have the advantage of 
the experience and judgment of the honorable 
member from Kentucky, [Mr. Brss,) in a ques- 
tion of this sort, and he was willing that the 
postponement should take place, if it was un- 
derstood that the question on engrossing the 
bill could be taken to-morrow, or on Friday at 
furthest. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate then 
went into the consideration of executive business, 
and after some time spent therein with closed 
doors, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpvespay, January 7, 1835. 
Petitions and memorials were presented, on 


leave, by Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania; Mr. 
MASON, of Virginia; Mr. GILLET, of New 
York; and Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois. 
{[Mr. Reynotps said: I am requested to pre- 
sent to this House, most strange and singular 
etitions. ‘They proceed from a race of human 
Seas that much need the care and attention of 
the Government of the United States—they have 
it in all cases wherein the Government is informed 
of their situation. These petitionsare signed by 
about four hundred and fifty Sac and Fox Indians, 
and pray the Congress of the United States to 
| take their situation into consideration relative to 
| the payment of their annuities. They state that 
| they are poor, which I know to be true, and de- 
| pend much on their annuities for support. They 
| say, furthermore, that they have not, some of 
them, received any of the annuity whatever of 





|| this year, and the others have received only a 


| part of the annuity for the yéar. That these 
annuities were paid in bank notes at St. Louis, 
which is a great distance from their resi- 
| dence—and paid to some chiefs, who handed the 
amount over to the American Fur Company— 
and the petitioners were not present at the trans- 
action. They pray, that the annuities may here- 
after be paid to each individual, or head of a 
family, in their own villages, and notice given of 
the time and place, which was not given in this 
instance. } 

Mr. BARBER, of Connecticut, and Mr. AD- 
AMS, of Massachusetts. 

Which petitions and memorials were appro- 
priately referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. McINTIRE, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joel Sar- 
‘tain; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year 1835; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on the 

| state of the Union. 


PUBLIC LANDS FOR SCHOOLS. 


Mr. CARR submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
| be instructed to inquire into the er 
| granting to each fractional township in which 
| there is no school lands located, a quantity of 
| land for school purposes, sufficient to make them 
equal with whole townships, in proportion to the 
quantity of land contained in said fractional town- 
ships. 














| 
| 






1830. 


~ Mr. C. remarked that in all the new States, he 
believed, by the act of Congress admitting shem 
into the Union, the section numbered sixteen in 
every township, and where such section had 
been sold, granted or disposed, other lands equiv- 
alent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, 
were granted to the inhabitants of such township 
for the use of schools. Mr. C. stated, that upon 
the Ohio river and elsewhere, there were frac- 
tional townships in which there are no lands set 
apart for school purposes, and there were also 





other fractional townships adjacent to a tract of ; 


country in the State of Indiana which was given 


to General George Rodgers Clark, and the offi- | 


cers and soldiers under his command, which is 
called the Illinois grant, in which fractional town- 
ships there are no school lands. 
the resolution which he had submitted had for 
its object nothing more nor less than to grantto 


the persons residing in fractional townships, | 


where no school lands are set apart, such quan- 


| States troops, according to a contract made with 


Mr. C. said, || 





tity of land as will make them equal with those | 


residing in townships, and to whom school lands 
have been granted. He presumed to this propo- 
sition no one could object. 

The resolution was adopted. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, offered 


the following; which, under the rule, lies on the 
table one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be di- 
rected to communicate to this House a copy of 
the report of the board of engineers of the 13th 
of March, 1834, relative to the repairs of Fort 
Independence in Boston harbor, together with 
his opinion of the expediency of executing the 
repairs proposed in the said report. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District 
of Columbia be instructed to inquire into the pro- 
priety of establishing a territorial government 
within the District of Columbia, and of reporting 
some mode of relief to the said District from its 
present embarrassments. 


Mr. BROWN offered the following; which, 
under the rule, lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to furnish this House with a statement 
containing the yearly amount of compensation 
to which the post captains, masters command- 
ant, lieutenants, masters, surgeons, surgeons’ 
mates, pursers, chaplains, teachers, midshipmen, 
boatswains, gunners, carpenters, sail-makers, 
and clerks in the Navy of the United States are 
severally entitled, and which they actually re- 
ceive under the existing laws, and the rules and 
regulations of the Navy Department, designating 
particularly the sums allowed and paid for the 
pay and rations of the several officers themselves, 
and for the pay, rations, and clothing of their 
servants; together with the sums allowed for 
house rent, fuel, candles, stationery, furniture, 
commissions upon disbursements and upon bills 
of exchange; and also the additional compensa- 
tion (if any) made to officers while in command 
of squadrons or single ships upon a home or 
foreign station, or while in command of navy- 
yards, or acting as Navy commissioner; and the 
difference of compensation and allowances for 
services rendered at sea from those which are 
rendered on shore; and also the several sums 
usually allowed and paid for travel, and for ser- 
vice and attendance upon courts-martial, surveys, 
and duties of inspection; and for all or any other 
duties and services not enumerated or particu- 
larly mentioned in this resolution, so far as the 
same can be ascertained by the Navy Depart- 
ment. 


On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of one aes post route from Ger- 
mantown to the Little Yadkin post office, in 
Stokes county, North Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making compensation to Dr. J. E. B. Finley, 
and Dr. E. Harvey Deas, for professional ser- 
vices rendered to certain companies of United 
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them by Major Heileman, of the United States 


' 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, 
| it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| adopting measures to establish the growth and 
| manufacture of silk; 

And also of introducing into each State in the 
Union the practical improvements made by Ga- 
maliel Gay in the reeling and weaving the same. 

Oa motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of allowing to Jesse p 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


Revolution, his commutation pay under the reso- 
lution of Congress of 1783. 

Mr. HAMER, on leave, submitted the follow- 
| ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the Constitution of the United States 
so as to limit the service of the judges of the Su- 
preme and inferior courts to a term of years. 

Mr. EVANS moved the question of consider- 
ation. 

Messrs. HUBBARD and MARDIS asked, 
simultaneously, for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House: 
which was negatived. 

The question was then propounded, ** Will the 


cided in the negative by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. JohnJ. Allen, William Allen, 


Bynum, Cambreleng, Campbell, 


Clay, Clayton, Clowney, Cramer, Day, Dicker- 
son, Dunlap, Ferris, Forester, Foster, Galbraith, 
Gamble, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, 
James Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Henderson, 
Howell, Hubbard, Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, 
Noadiah Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Kilgore, Kin- 
nard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Lewis, Love, 
Lyon, Jocl KK. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, 
Sha McCarty, McIntire, McKay, McKim, Mc- 
Lene, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Morgan, Muhlen- 
berg, Osgood, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Reynolds, 
Robertson, Shinn, Smith, Standefer, Turner, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wardwell, 
and Whallon—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Chilton Al- 
lan, Anthony, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Barber, 
Barnitz, Bates, Baylies, Briggs, Burges, Cage, 
Chambers, Chinn, Claiborne, William Clark, 
Coffee, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Dar- 
lington, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Den- 
| ny, Dickson, Evans, Edward Everett, Ewing, 
| Fillmore, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Garland, Gil- 
mer, Gordon, Graham, Grennell, Hard, Hazel- 
tine, Heath, Hiester, William Jackson, Janes, 
William C. Johnson, Henry Johnson, Laporte, 





— 


tindale, Marshall, John Y. Mason, McComas, 
McKennan, McVean, Miner, Murphy, Patton, 


Schenck, Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Steele, William Taylor, Phile- 
mon Thomas, Tompkins, Trumbull, Tweedy, 
Vance, Vinton, Watmough, White, Frederick 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Wise, 
and Young—90. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Cuttton. 
Mr. CHILTON said he had endeavored to 
sustain the position which he had assumed, viz: 
that the funds in the Treasury of this nation 
were paid by the people of this Union, and, of 
| course, belonged to them, and not to any partic- 
| ular State or section of the Union. I am sus- 
‘tained in this — by the President of the 
‘United States. In his last annual message, the 
' President says: 


| Army, and that the papers accompanying this | 
|| resolution be referred to the same committee. 

' 

} 


otts, of Florida, | 
a captain in the Continental line in the war of the 


House consider the resolution?’’ which was de- | 


| Bean, Beaty, Bockee, Boon, Brown, Bull, Burns, | 
Carmichael, | 
Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, Samuel Clark, 


Lay, Letcher, Lincoln, Loyall, Manning, Mar- | 


Pickens, Pinckney, Pope, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, | 
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| fclaimed to be of a national character, and pros 
/fecuted under State authority, assuming that 
* Congress have the right to do so, were stated in 
‘my annual message to Congress in 1830, and 
‘also in that containing my objections to the 





‘Maysville road bill. So thoroughly convinced 
‘am I that no such appropriations ought to be 
‘ made by Congress, until a suitable constitutional 
‘provision is made upon the subject, and so es- 
‘sential do I regard the point to the highest inter- 
‘ests of our country, that I could not consider 
‘myself as discharging my duty to my constitu- 
‘ents in giving the Executive sanction to any bill 
‘containing such an appropriation. If the people 


| ‘of the United States ‘asin that the public Treas- 


‘ury shall be resorted to for the means to pros- 
*ecute such works, they will concur in an amend- 
‘ment of the Constitution, prescribing a rule by 


| * which the national character of the works is to 
| * be tested, and by which the greatest practicable 
| equality of benefits may be secured to each 


‘memberof the Confederacy. The effects of such 
‘a regulation would be most salutary in prevent- 
‘ing unprofitable expenditures, in securing our 
‘legislation from the pernicious consequences 


'*of a scramble for the favors of Government, 


‘and in repressing the spirit of discontent which 


' must inevitably arise from an unequal distribu- 


‘tion of treasures which belong alile to all.’”’ 
Having disposed of the questions of fact and 
of law referable to the same, he now came to the 
solution of the question, ** What distribution of 
public funds will be just and equal?’’ He would 
not attempt to point out what mode should be 
adopted. Great injustice had been done to the 
western States by what has been familiarly calied 
the American system. A distinguished member 
from the western States had reported to this 
House a mode of distribution which he (Mr, C.) 


| believed to be just: it was, that there should be 


|| population or representation on this floor, 


a distribution of the amount remaining in the 
Treasury to the States, in proportion to their 
Sut 
this was not adopted. Contributions had been 
made for public works in some sections of this 
Union; while they had been withheld from others 
which had as important works, and claims as 
strong on Government. It had been intimated, 
that an attempt would be made to dispose of this 
resolution by laying it on the table; but if gen- 
tlemen suppose to stifle inquiry in this way, they 
will find it will be the last argument that will 
satisfy the people. He would invite attention to 
that part of the President’s message in which he 


| attempts to explain the reasons which induced 


| ‘meet in my present station. 
|‘ authorizing a subscription on the part of the 


him to veto works of improvement, He says: 
‘*The desire to embark the Federal Govern- 
‘ment in works of internal improvement pre- 
‘ vailed in the highest degree during the first ses- 
‘sion of the first Congress I had the honor to 
When the bill 


‘United States, for stock in the Maysville and 
‘ Lexington Turnpike Company, passed the two 
* Houses, there had been reported by the Com- 


| * mittee on Internal Improvements bills contain- 


‘ing appropriations for such objects, exclusive 
‘of those for the Cumberland road, and for har- 
* bors and light-houses, to the amount of about 
‘one hundred and six millions of dollars. In 
‘ addition to those projects which had been pre- 
‘sented to the two Houses, under the sanction 
‘ of their respective Committees on Internal Im- 
‘ provements, there were then still pending before 
‘the committees, and in memorials presented, 
‘ but not referred, different projects for works of 
‘a similar character, the expense of which can- 
‘ not be estimated with certainty, but must have 
* exceeded one hundred millions of dollars.’’ 
Why was it that the first year of General Jack- 
son’s administration was odeaed for the purpose 
of encouraging these works? Why was it that 
the numerous applications were made, on which 


| the committees reported favorably, allowing up- 


wards of one hundred millions of dollars and 


| others involving the country one hundred mil- 


‘* My views in regard to the expediency of | 
‘making appropriations for works which are | 


lions more? There might be those that had not 
taken the pains he had to ascertain the motives. 
Mr. C. said he was one of the original support- 
ers of the Executive of the United States; he had 
frequently had occasion to refer to this before, 
but he never did it boastingly, because it was 
not what he was disposed to boast of. Mr. C. 
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proceeded till the orders of the day were called 
for. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the 


following communications: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of the 12th 
ultimo, transmitting a list of the land offices and 
land districts, and the amount of moneys which 
have been received in each; which, on motion of 
Mr. Cray, was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer 


THE .CONGRESSION 


| 
| 


| 
} 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia, expressed a hope | 
| that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Git- || 
| LET] would waive his motion to 


rint, in order 


to go into the Committee of the Whole, and get 


| the bill in a condition to be engrossed. It would 


then be time enough to have it printed for further 
examination and amendment. 


Mr. GILLET said the difficulty could not thus 
be avoided. A disagreement existed between 
the chairman of the select committee, [Mr. Wart- 


| moves] and himself as to the construction of 


some of the provisions already passed upon— 


‘| particularly in relation to allowances to com- 


to a resolution of the House in relation to the || 


suspension of the works in the harbor of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina; which, on motion of Mr. 
Pinckney, was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed, 

letter from the Secretary of War, in relation 
to the canal route in the vicinity of the Licking 
Summit, &c., in the State of Ohio; which was laid 
on the table. 

PAY OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the unfinished special order—being the bill to 
regulate the pay of the officers of the Navy of 
the United States. 

“he question being on the motionof Mr. Jones, 
of Georgia, to recommit the bill to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with 
instructions to strike out all after the enacting 
clause, and insert in lieu thereof a bill providing 
for the establishment of the ranks of admiral, 
vice admiral, and rear admiral, and fixing various 


manding officers at sea and onshore. He said 
he also had amendments to propose as well as 


| the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Pore;] and 
| in the present confused state of the bill he was 


| not sure that he could properly designate where | 


they should come in, or what should be their 
) exact purport, 


Mr. WATMOUGH said the amendment of 


| the amendment of the gentleman who last ad- 
dressed the Chair went to strike out all allow- 


| ances; so he could see no difficulty in the way of | 
| the gentleman which could require the delay in- 


| cident to printing. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Giixet, and rejected. 


Mr. REED next addressed the House in oppo- | 


| sition to the motion to recommit the bill. He saw 


| no necessity for it. 


| all purposes of amendment. 
| and the great and stirring interest excited by the || 
| bill, had been dwelt upon by the gentleman from | 


grades of compensation to the individuals em- | 


ployed in the service— 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia, arose and stated, that || 


having had a conversation with the gentleman 
from Kentucky, |Mr. Pore,] he did not feel dis- 
posed to press the consideration of his motion 
until that gentleman should have an opportunity 
to present his amendment. He, however, must 
be understood to retain the opinion, that the well- 
being of the naval service required the establish- 
ment of the higher ranks indicated in his own 
proposition. He was well aware that this was 
unpopular in the House; but when he connected 
with his own impressions the remarks and ar- 
guments of gentlemen on that floor in relation to 
the support of the dignity of the officer and of 
the country abroad, he was still more convinced 
of the propriety of adding these higher ranks to 
those already existing inthe Navy. ‘They were 
calculated not only to obviate the difficulties al- 
luded to, but, also, to place before the officer 
another object of ambition—another inducement 
for alacrity in the performance of his duties. Not 
that they ie ever failed in such performance— 
far from it—their merits were well known to 
him;—but as another reward for their faithful 
services, which they have not now in prospect. 
He then withdrew his proposition for the present, 
for the purpose of giving precedence to the intro- 
duction of the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky,) Mr. Pope,} whose amendment was then 
read and adopied by Mr. J. as a modification of 
his motion. 

Mr. WISE said he was not disposed to offer 
any special objections to this course; but he 
feared, though he did not entertain that belief 
himself, that & would be construed by many into 
an act of hosulity to the bill. 

Mr. POPE disclaimed all such hostility. 

Mr. GILLET said he had understood the 
true question before the House, on the adjourn- 
ment last evening, to be on the printing of the 
bill and amendment. 

The CHAIR explained. 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. GILLET then moved the postponement 
of the consideration of the bill tll to-morrow, 
with the view to have it printed; for he protested, 
he could not himself understand the situation in 
which itstood, and he believed a great number of 
members were in the same condition. 

Mr. WATMOUGH said the bill was essen- 
tially the same, with the amendments, as that 
already printed, He deprecated delay. The 
friends of the bill had shown a disposition to 
make every possible sacrifice consistent with their 
deep sense of right for the purpose of facilitating 
is passage, 


That motion had 


of the Army. } 
gentleman from Pennsylvania on his right, [Mr. | 


It was already sufficiently 
understood for the action of the House, and for 


The importance of, 


Virginia (Mr. Atten]} with great coolness and | 


moderation, and he might say, apathy. That 


gentleman had appealed to many voluminous | 
authorities, and among the rest the Blue Book, to | 


prove the present pay of the Navy equal to that 
He had been corrected by the 


| Watmoucu,] but the same argument was re- 


| peated. 


| their predecessors. 


That gentleman had also said, that most 
of the heroes of the late war, who achieved our 
naval victories, were dead. No, sir, (said Mr. 
t.,) the greater part of those brave men who 
‘* plucked up drowned honors from the deep”? for 
us, are still living, and others, as gallant as they, 
are ready to imitate the deeds of noble daring of 
Mr. R. said he never had 
wished to see a comparison between the officers 
of the Army and Navy. It served but to sunder 
the ties which ever had, and ever shou!d bind 
them together. But, if such a comparison must 
be made, the services and pay of each would 
certainly show no advantage possessed by the 
Navy. 

Ile had been surprised to hear the gentleman 
{[Mr. ALuten]} speak of a three years’ cruise as a 


| mere jaunt of pleasure—a visit to some watering 


place. It was a great hardship for some gentle- 


| men to leave their families for six months, for 


| much greater compensation. 


He helieved there 


| was not a gentleman on that floor who would 


‘| take the three years’ tour and duty of the officer 


of the Navy for double the compensation pro- 
yosed. He next adverted to what was denom- 


/inated the pension fund, and justified this part 


| of the bill. 


jut, (said Mr. R.,) if the majority 


| think proper, let it be rejected; he would still 


support the bill, for the other good it contained. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Mann] had 
threatened them with the ballot-box. He hoped 
gentlemen would do their duty without such fears 
before their eyes, leaving the consequences with 
their constituents. Those who rowed and looked 


| back were in danger of upsetting the boat. That 


| ‘Though he acknowledges “a rose by any other | 


| him. 


gentleman had next attacked the title of the bill. 


name would smell as sweet,’’ yet itis rhubarb to 
Sir, the fault is in his taste. Mr. R. said 


he thought the title a very proper one. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| pay. 


After some further remarks, Mr. R. contended 


The heads of Departments—the 
ter General—the custom-house officers—our hon- 
orable selves—all, all have been advancing with 
the growth of the country and its business, ex- 
cepting the naval officers, who have remained 
stationary for forty years. The gentleman (Mr. 


AL GLOBE. 








| could ever attain a higher rank. 
| by a further defense of the appropriation of three 
| per cent. out of the pay for the support of the 
| relatives of the persons engaged in the service. 


| judicious one. 
| in the pay of naval officers; but he thought some 
_of the provisions of this bill went beyond all 
| reason. 
| render that important arm of the national defense 
| unpopular with the people—with whom it had 
| always, up to this day, been extremely popular. 
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Maww] had made a comparison between th 
of subordinate officers i our Navy and in eA 


| of Great Britain and France, Sir, (said Mr. R., 


our under officers are superior to those of any 


| other nation, in all their capacities, and deserve a 
| correspondingly higher compensation. 
| gentleman really felt such strong Republican im- 


If the 


pulses, let him show it by supporting the rights 


‘and interests of these commoners and working 
| men of the Navy. But the gentleman appeared 


to be opposed to all things—to the Army, the 
Navy, the Blue Book, all allowances, and all sal- 
aries. Sir, | really fear his zeal and his respect 


| for the ballot-boxes have entirely misled his 


judgment. From many positions taken b 


gen- 


| temen, Mr. R. was inclined to fear that the bill 
| had, in many points, been misapprehended; and 


if so, it might be necessary to have it recommit- 


| ted. This remained with the House to determine, 
|| For his own part, he was content with it as it 


stood. 

Mr. R. said he was truly friendly to our gallant 
Navy. It had been denominated an arm of our 
national defense. He would take leave to pro- 
nounce it the right arm. Our country was one 
which must, from its location, be defended by 
wooden walls. We were not in fear of invasion 
by land—all attacks must come from the sea; and 
though we were happily at peace now with all 


| the world, yet the same passions of the human 
| breast, which have heretofore produced wars, 
| still existed,—and while they did exist, a state 


of preparation for its emergencies was the surest 
way of preserving the blessings of peace. Should 
war be our fate, (said Mr. R.,) how important 
will a strong naval armament be for our defense; 
but if our country should continue to prosper 
under the benign influence of peace, the expenses 
of its support will never be felt nor murmured at 
by a grateful and happy people. Mr. R. next 
dwelt on the importance of our Navy in time of 
peace, in the protection of our commerce, the chas- 
tisement of pirates, and securing to our country- 
men the trade of distant islands. Another argu- 
ment for the increase of these salaries, was the 


great uncertainty and tardiness of promotion. 
| Our lieutenants might spend long lives in toilsome 


and dangerous service, and yet how very few 


He concluded 


Mr. JARVIS offered an amendment; which 


| was read by the Clerk. 


Mr. J. said he professed a friendship for the 
Navy, but he trusted it was an enlightened and 
He wished to sce some advance 


If passed, he believed it would tend to 


| He asked how their constituents would manage 
this thing, if it were placed directly in their own 
hands? Most members of Congress had also 
belonged to their several State Legislatures. 
There was not a State judicial office with a salary 
higher than $2,000. The Governors of five States 
| received but $1,000 per annum—five $1,500—and 
five more not exceeding $2,000. He could only 
attribute the liberality of Congress on these oc- 
| casions to the zig-zag manner in which the ex- 
pense was defrayed. In the ¢ollection of State 
| taxes, the tax-gatherer meets you at your door, 
| face to face; but not so with a tax collector 
| through the customs. Mr. J. said he would ven- 


‘ture to assert, that if these salaries were to be 


raised by direct taxation, not one member on 
that floor would record his vote for this bill, un- 
_ less he expected to vacate his seat on that floor 
_ at the close of the session. The increase proposed 
was more than sufficient to cover the whole ex- 


| penses of each of three fourths of the States, and 
| for the justice of advancing the pay of naval | 
officers, on the ground that all other officers of || 
the Government had received an exception of | 
ostmas- | 


more than the average of that of the whole of 

them. Mr. J. here went into an examination of 

the increase proposed to the salary of each offi- 

cer. He said it was alarming; it seemed like a 

“Getermination to tap the butt of the Treasury at 
both ends, and knock out the bung hole. 4 

| After some further remarks from Mr. J. in 


|| support of his amendment, 
it 


r. CROCKETT said he did not know how the 





